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The Native Nursery propagates native species for the garden, for restoration projects, and for sale to the public.  

Volunteerism is a great way to learn about native plants as well as helping us propagate and care for them.   

Join us at the Nursery Saturday Mornings, 9 AM to Noon. 

Wild bamboo, Smallcane, or 

Florida tibisee, Lasiacis divari-

cata, is a grass.  

Typically 3 to 6 feet in height, 

it acts as a perennial shrub, 

sometime winding even taller 

if it has support. The bamboo 

like stems and branches are 

amazingly similar to the Asian 

bamboo species.  

A native to South Florida it can 

be found in hammock settings. 

Also found in West Indies, 

Mexico, Central America and 

South America, Wild bamboo 

grows at the edges of open 

woodlands as well as the shady 

hammock environment.  

Under-utilized as a landscape 

plant, it makes a fine accent 

piece in a garden. Unlike it’s 

Asian lookalike, the plant has 

manners and does not form 

thickets.  

A favored plant for birds, it 

provides both cover as well as 

seed for a food source. The 

black shiny seed is especially 

attractive to our migrating 

buntings.   

The attractive leaves and seed 

make it a lovely plant to           

feature in your garden.  
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KEYS will host its 20th Tree 
Giveaway on Saturday, April 
23, at 8:30A at KEYS’ Service 
Building in Key West (1001 
James Street) and at KEYS’ 
Blimp Road site (755 Blimp 
Road, between Valencia & As-
turias roads). The giveaway is 
on a first-come, first-serve ba-
sis for all KEYS customers, who 
will have their choice of two 
free native shade trees while 
supplies last.  

KEYS’ Tree Giveaway began in 
1994 as part of a nationwide 
public power program called 
TREE POWER sponsored by the 
American Public Power Associ-
ation (APPA). The national goal 
is to plant one tree for every 
public power customer for a 
total of 16-million trees.  

To-date, KEYS has given away 
over 40,000 native shade trees 
to its customers to help them 
offset energy costs by harness-
ing the shade such trees pro-
vide to cool their homes. 



 
 

Compost is a wonderful soil additive—especially to Florida's poor, sandy 

soils. Use only finished compost as a soil amendment. Otherwise, microor-

ganisms will "rob" nutrients from plants as they continue to decompose 

the unfinished compost. Add 1–3 inches of compost to the soil surface and 

mix it to a depth of 4–6 inches. 

Compost can also be used as mulch. This is a particularly good use of un-

finished compost. It will continue to break down, and, like all mulches, will 

need to be re-applied once or twice a year.” 

COMPOST TIPS FOR THE HOME GARDENER             

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP323 

 
 

It Happens to Us All 



KWTF&BG 

5210 College Road 

Key West, Florida 33040 

KWTF&BG is on the Web         
www.keywest.garden 

Buntings are found throughout North America, from the 
far north in the arctic circle, tundra, conifer forests, urban 
developments to the grasslands and savannahs of  the south.  
The Painted Bunting, Varied Bunting and the Blue 
bunting live mostly in the southern states to Central America, 

with the Blue Bunting being the most southern bird.  

Phone: 305-296-1504 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: info@keywest.garden 

The Native Nursery at KWTF&BG 

The society preserves, develops, expands and 

maintains the historic Key West Botanical    

Garden as an arboretum, botanical garden, 

wildlife refuge and education center. The land  

is owned by the City of Key West. 

The Native Nursery propagates native species 

for the garden, for restoration projects, and for 

sale to the public.  

Helpful Websites: 

Gardening Solutions, UF?IFAS  https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

Natives for Your Neighborhood  https://www.regionalconservation.org/bea/nfyn/default.asp 

Florida Friendly Landscaping   https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/ffl-and-you/home-landscapes/ 

Florida Wildflower Foundation   https://www.flawildflowers.org/ 

https://www.birds-of-north-america.net/buntings.html 


