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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Contact Information

by Ed Cunningham
I thank the Board for the privilege to serve as your president. I take this
as a great honor and realize the importance of the position in leading the
Garden into the future.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Ed Cunningham
Vice President: Joy Taylor
Treasurer: Robin Gieb
Secretary: Audrey Thompson
DIRECTORS:
Carole DeHart, Publications Chair,
Newsletter Editor
Pat Cummings, Public Relations Chair
Joy Taylor, HR/ Education Chair
Betty Desbiens, Emeritus
Jennifer Lloyd, Gift Shop Chair/Co-Education Chair
John Rouge, Grants Chair
STAFF
Executive Director: Misha D. McRAE
Education Manager: DeAnna Cordani
Asst. Education : Robin Sarabia
General Manager: Karen Frank-Noll
Facility Maintenance: Rick LeGeyt

I am grateful to the Board officers for
continuing in your positions; the continuity
of the Board is important.
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These are the long- and short-term goals I
believe in and look forward to working with
the Board to achieve:

•
•

•
•
•

CONTACT
Key West Botanical Garden Society
5210 College Rd.
Key West, FL 33040
305-296-1504
www.keywest.garden
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•
•

Our commitment to sustaining the
native plant community in the Garden
Increasing community outreach to residents of the Keys through various programs and “hands on” opportunities in
the Garden for children and adults
Strengthening the education programs
and increasing the scope to include
High School, College and the adult population of the Keys
Strengthen the Nursery to support increased sales of native plants to
the community
Complete the recovery from Hurricane Irma
Strengthen our financial security so all the above items can be
accomplished

A little about me:

•
•
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•

•

I grew up in Western Maryland
I was active in Scouting, achieving the rank of Eagle, and was a Scout
master for more than a decade
I did my bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Forestry at West Virginia
University
I did a summer stint with the US Forest Service in the
Idaho Panhandle
I was a utility arborist for 35 years, half in New Jersey and half in
Northern Illinois
I worked for Environmental Consultants Inc., as Project Manager in
Stoughton, WI for five years and then two years for them in Key West
before I decided to be in Key West every day instead of traveling each
week
I am a Certified Arborist, Utility Specialist’s, and hold a N.J. Tree
Expert License, am Tree Risk Assessment Qualified and hold a FL.
Pesticide applicator license
Now that I’m in Key West full time, I have my own consulting service,
Tree Priorities LLC, and work part time as a Ranger at Ft. Zachary
Taylor State Park.

I look forward to meeting all our members and being a part of the Tropical
Forest and Botanical Garden team. I welcome any comments, suggestions
and thoughts on the Garden, send them to:
president@keywest.garden
Summer Edition 2018
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Thoughts from Our Executive Director
by Misha McRAE
With the Summer Solstice upon us, the longest day of the year, where the northern
hemisphere of the Earth is most inclined towards the sun at its highest peak and
when the most daylight of the year creates abundant rain, the Garden jump starts its
rejuvenation after the wrath of Hurricane Irma. New growth brings the time to pause
September 2017 marked a significant change in the Garden’s history. The aftermath
of Hurricane Irma revealed an estimated 90% of the forest canopy lost including a
number of Legacy trees, State and Federal Champion trees and over 60 native trees.
Recovery efforts were significant, costly, and remain ongoing. With the focus to save
what we can and recycle what we cannot, the blessings provided by major support
from private and foundation funding, community activism, volunteer efforts, Garden staff and Mother Nature
have enabled our Garden to make a comeback and be even better than before. Moving from ‘recovery’ to
renovation made a physical and mental change rejuvenating continued efforts. Currently, the Garden has
cleared, planted and shaped over 70% of the grounds gaining safe access for the public and revitalizing
Of the remaining projects to be tackled, the one of most importance is Desbiens Pond, a natural, fresh-water
pond and the Floy Thompson Pond Overlook. Desbiens Pond dates back pre-Garden in the 1930’s and the
overlook goes back to the 1980’s and has been one of the Garden’s most popular sites for quiet
contemplation at Desbiens Pond. The storm picked it up and moved it off its foundations 3 – 4 feet. Since
then, a generous anonymous donor has stepped forward with a $20,000 1:1 matching gift to help us toward
our goal of $54,000. Please consider your own gift to the Key West Botanical Garden Society to help us
match the gift from our wonderful Garden donor and supporter by going to the Garden website at
www.keywest.garden or click onto this link https://www.keywest.garden/make-a-donation-today/ to make
your tax-deductible contribution to help with the Desbiens Pond Overlook Restoration Project.
This time of year the Garden Society celebrates and gives thanks to the devotion of our members,
volunteers and contributors. Much as the hurricane changed our landscape, it also affected our community.
Longtime supporters, volunteers and friends said their goodbyes. Much appreciation and well wishes are
given towards all their future endeavors. Much like the Garden, the vacancies has made room for
rejuvenation of sorts. The Society welcomes 2 new Board Members: Robin Guieb as Treasurer and John
Rouge as Grants Chair. Additional staff rounded out the core of the organization with Karen Frank-Noll as
General Manager, Robin Sarabia with a dual role; Assistant Educator and Assistant Nursery staff (a new
position most needed), Donna Knull and Mary Nelson share the responsibility as Visitor Center Educators/
Greeters. In addition, Louise Murtaugh - LMGroup joined the Society as our new Grant Writer and Linda
Grist Cunningham, Key West Watch Media LLC as our webmaster (look at the magic she has done to the
website (www.keywest.garden)). Join me in welcoming all to the original ‘Green Team’.
This time of year we now look forward to the longer days and later sunsets, yet the sun hasn’t set at this
Garden. Working with the community, aid of FEMA and grants, Capital Projects to repair aging Boardwalks,
storm damaged roofs & fencing, Native Nursery expansion, installation of the Children’s Playground,
additional ADA Walkways and additional new signage are all being realized.
None of this could be accomplished without your support, suggestions, observations, contributions and
participation. Feel free to call me about how you can help.
The signs of a healthy Garden: We are growing. I thank you for growing with us. Remember:
Keep it Green and it is always a great day to be at the Garden.

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Notes from Our Gift Shop
By Jennifer Lloyd

The Garden Gift Shop is bursting with new
items that would be perfect for gifts or for
yourself! Water bottles, hats and t-shirts
make excellent souvenirs to remember your
visit to the Garden and if you’re looking for
something to adorn that hat or shirt we
have our line of Garden lapel/hat pins that
currently feature the often seen in the
Garden, White Crowned Pigeon.

Our list of local artisans is always growing w currently have items from
Washed Up Key West, Debbie Fritts, Sandy Sun, Hans Glass, Boho
Naturals, Key West Spice Factory to name a few. We are also one of the
few places in the Keys to carry Jabebo earrings, made from recycled
cereal boxes, these earrings come in a variety of birds, butterflies and
marine life all found in the Garden or in our waters, just perfect for
that nature lover in your family or that special treat for you!

The Garden is also building our own line of
informative booklets, currently we have:

Medicinal Plants of the Keys
and Caribbean


Butterflies of the Keys and
Caribbean
and the Plants They Love
And

Art and
design by
Carole
Dehart

A Cactus Barren Demonstration Garden Flourishes at the
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden
Pick up yours today!
The Key West Tropical Forest and Botanical Garden would like to
welcome our two new Garden Associates,
Donna Knull and Mary Nelson
to our Garden Family.

One of them will be available to greet you 7 days a week with a smile
and their passion for the Garden.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Education Department
by Joy Taylor, VP, KWBGS

OUR EDUCATION DEPARTMENT GROWS AND THRIVES!

When last we checked in on DEANNA CORDANI,
our Education Manager, and ROBIN SARABIA, her
equally talented Assistant, they were driven by the
children's curiosity and imagination to develop and
implement teaching modules and expand our
Education outreach. It is one year later and there
are so many successes and expansions to describe!

Last year DeAnna commented, “I love the variety of what we do. There is an opportunity to develop new and
different content all the time!” And these two gifted educators have done just that. Our Education outreach
has expanded to encompass age groups ranging from pre-K through high school, programs ranging from
weekly Toddler Time to partnerships with the Boys and Girls Club for ongoing and summer opportunities. The
Library also partnered with us again this year for the annual Migration Mania event that is so anticipated
in the community.
Robin is excited about the post-Hurricane Irma activities that spurred the
development of the teaching modules that were part of the duo's
“master plan.” Says Robin, “ Post the hurricane we saw this as our way
to help the community heal. It was our outreach to them, teaching our
young residents that the Keys are in more than survival mode, we are
coming back strong.” They have traveled far and wide with those modules, taking science to the classrooms as far north as Tavernier even
while our beloved Garden was still shuttered and closed!

DeAnna is excited about “how
the word has spread. Sigsbee
Charter School, the Boys and
Girls Club, classroom trips—
they are all reaching out to us
now, too.” Could very well be
because the community recognizes the commitment and skills
of these two fine women!

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Education Department
Respectfully submitted by DeAnna Cordani and Robin Sarabia

Growing the Living Lab
Whether mimicking a bug’s eye view with
homemade UV filters, scouring the Garden’s floor
to curate a perfect soil sample, or catching tadpoles in Northside Pond, the Garden Education
Team is always up to something new!

Learning about the life cycle of native pollinators

We have eagerly embraced the challenge
of expanding the role of The Living Lab in the
community.

While the Garden was still closed due to Irma, we saw an opportunity to continue to serve our local students. Our “After the Storm: Nature’s Renewal and Resilience” program was warmly received by
the school district and allowed us to expand our reach all the way up to Tavernier.
We were also able to use this time to invigorate the Living Lab field trip program offered to visiting
schools. Teachers and students alike have shown their enthusiasm for our new content through a
dramatic 94% increase in participation over the previous year. This year, we welcomed students from
Preschool to High School age to learn in the Garden.
The Living Lab’s Educational Outreach program has also grown in scope this year with the help of
our many valuable community partners including
the Monroe County Library and Boys & Girls Club.
As our community presence grows, we have been
invited to exciting off-site opportunities. This
school year has seen a 339% growth in total
student participation in the combined Living Lab
program.
None of these exciting changes would be
possible without generous support from the
Institute of Library and Museum Services, The
Batchelor Foundation, the Dogwood Foundation,
the Sheriff’s Shared Asset Forfeiture Fund, and the
Florida Keys Council of the Arts.

Our Garden Mascot , Soli, helps out in the Education Department

After Irma, we lost our large Champion Black Olive tree. When the students were finally able to
return to the Garden, we were worried that the sight of the felled giant would remind them of the losses
our community suffered in the hurricane. Instead, without exception, the reaction we received when
students saw the beloved tree's stump was "Look how strong it is! It has already started to regrow!". This
perfectly exemplifies the resilience and hope of our locals: Irma may have knocked us down, but all that
does is expose how strong our roots are, and now we are looking forward to a beautiful fresh regrowth.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Garden Guardian Activity
by Audrey Thompson, June 2018

Two words describe the maintenance and installation activity in the Garden for the last 8 months……
HURRICANE IRMA. Staff, Board Members and volunteers worked 7 days a week from September through
January trying to get the Garden accessible and eventually open to the public.
We lost approximately 60% of the canopy from large fallen trees (sadly
including most of the Garden’s Champion Trees) and innumerable large
branches from those trees that did not topple over. In addition to staff and
volunteers, three Arborists were hired to do the initial clearing, trimming stump
removal. With a tremendous effort, we were able to open the nursery for plant
sales in November and the Garden in December.
Champion Black Olive fallen on
the Boardwalk

Following Irma the Keys went into a serious drought which didn’t abate until mid
-May. Our irrigation system was destroyed by Irma so in order to keep those native plants alive that are not drought resistant, efforts were focused on hand watering and running sprinklers
on a daily basis. Blue Island Irrigation is now in the process of restoring the system.
Once all the debris was cleared and we were able to “see the forest through the trees” we began uprighting
trees that had fallen over or partially over. With the strength of 3-6 people at one time (or sometimes with
the help of a ‘come along’) we were able to upright over 80 trees and support them with binding and rebar.
Special thanks to volunteer Pat Ayers who was a master at tying the Bowline knot.
The Guardians are now in the process of “reforesting the forest”. To date,
80 trees and shrubs have been installed in the Blue Butterfly Garden, along
the Boardwalk and in the Historic Butterfly Garden. These plants will begin
to fill in the holes in the canopy that was caused by the toppling of several
of the Garden’s largest trees - Wild Tamarind, Royal Poinciana, Wild Dilly,
African Tulip Tree, Black Olive, Sea Grape and Pigeon Plum.

Jane Scharer, Cathy Matier and Terry
Mumford upright a Gumbo Limbo

Before: Historic Butterfly Garden with
fallen Poinciana and African Tulip tree

After: Historic Butterfly Garden post cleanup
of Poinciana and Tuliptree

Many thanks go out to individual volunteers and groups of volunteers that
were so instrumental in our recovery efforts. In November, 60 members of
Bubba’s Pampered Peddlers did an amazing amount of work cleaning up
debris, trimming and weeding. In January the U. S. Navy came to our rescue helping to remove debris; clean up trails and install large trees. In
March we were fortunate to have a wonderful group of students from the
University of Missouri who helped install approximately 26 trees.
.Volunteers meet every Wednesday and Saturday morning from
9am to Noon. If you can volunteer a few hours, please contact
Audrey at secretary@keywest.garden.
Key West Botanical Garden Society

Pat Ayers, Rick LeGeyt and Reggie Tosco
upright Thatch Palm

Go Mizzou. Alternative Spring Break
for Univ. of Missouri students”
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Pollinator Gardens
Submitted by Susie Reutling, Nursery Manager

There’s the enduring question, which
came first, the chicken or the egg. As
“important” as this is, a companion
question could be, which came first, the
plant or the pollinator. As plant lovers,
we really don’t need to know; we do need
to know the importance of pollinators.

Photo Credit: Better Homes & Garden

We commonly think of plants in terms of
our landscaping or our vegetable garden,
as a source of beauty and pleasure and,
pragmatically, how they increase property
value. If we look further, plants create
structure in all parts of our lives. Looking
at agriculture as our foremost use of
plants, it is grown for food, medicinal
products, fabric materials, paper and for
lumber. But is it the most important?

The health and maintenance of our ecosystems and animal habitats depend on plants; shelter and food for
animals, erosion control for our coasts. Climatically, plants use carbon dioxide during photosynthesis and
stores the excess as well as expires the oxygen we breathe. Our existence is dependent on plants.

Plants are our friends; what would we do without them? Well, we would indeed be without them if we do
not have pollinators. Typical pollinators are birds, honey bees, native bees, butterflies, bats, flies, moths,
beetles, wasps and wind, with all generally pollinating specific types of plants. A pollinator garden can be
created for specific types of pollinators; butterfly gardens are an example, but an eco-friendlier garden
would mimic what we see in nature. Not only beautiful, but would attract different types of pollinators
To create a “natural” garden, plant in drifts, leaving open spaces, with diverse species of varying heights.
Avoid hybrids, especially “doubles” as they are not as attractive to pollinators. Use native plants when
possible as insect larval host plants may be species specific. Prune judiciously; immature insects (larvae,
caterpillars) may be located at new growth.
Non-natives can be a problem; for example, oleander, heliconia and some jasmines can be toxic to bees. The
most important health concern for our insect and avian pollinators is the use of (over use of) insecticides
when our plants have a pest infestation. If possible use a water spray or hand pick to get rid of plant pests. If
using insecticides, use only as needed on the affected plant. Identify the pest first so the proper insecticide is
used and follow the pesticide directions; this is not a case of “more is better”. Use a “contact”, not a
“systemic” insecticide; a systemic insecticide will remain in the plant for months. Treat the affected plant either early morning or late evening as butterflies are out during daylight hours and moths at night. Avoid
spraying on windy days due to possibility of “spray drift”. Following best insecticide practices will allow for
the least harm for our beneficial pollinators.
Creating a pollinator garden is good for us and good for nature. So, to all good gardeners, plant that
pollinator garden. To all good pollinators, go forth and multiply.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Nursery News
By Susie Reutling, Nursery Manager

It’s hard to know where to begin when describing the latest happenings at the nursery. To say the
least, it has been a busy year. Our Companion volunteers, who had been with us since 2012,
graduated from high school after accumulating a
whopping 1600+ community service hours with us. The
next exciting development was the hiring and training of
a part time nursery assistant, first one of the Companions, then our Education Departments’ own education
assistant, Robin Sarabia. Robin has taken “the bull by the
horns”, or should we say, “the trowel to the dirt pile”,
and has worked hard caring for our plants and propagating our native plants. Robin is mentoring a new group
of Companions as well. Next time you are at the Garden,
come by the Nursery and check out her hard work.
Then came Irma. With the help of Pat Ayers and Rick
LeGeyt our EPAC (Endangered Plant Advisory Council)
plants and seedlings were placed in the Chapel and the Visitor bathrooms on tables. Plants in the
main nursery were lain on their sides, covered with heavy duty snow fencing and tied down. Large
plants in the nursery annex were lain on their side. And then we waited.
As many of you know, there was much damage in the Garden with many mature trees down. Surprisingly, the nursery shading remained intact. The large West Indian mahogany in the annex split in
half and dropped on most of the plants in the annex. A month later, when all branches were removed, we were happy to find that just a few plants were lost. The annex flooded due to heavy rain
but drained quickly. The plants in the main nursery did well, though we had some loss of seedlings
and young EPAC plants; drought, no power, no water. We were able to open the nursery, one day
only, in November to sell plants to our residents in need of replacement. Our sales since have been
successful; we are so proud and pleased that
we have been able to provide this service to
the community.
Though it took months to get back to a routine,
we not only are back, we’re getting bigger and
better. We now have a misting area set up for
cuttings, a shaded propagation work area and
will shortly increase the irrigation area for our
larger plants. We will be improving our benches
and will be laying down new ground cloth.
Storage sheds have been added and we have
new carts. Wow.
March, 2017

March, 2018

Our botanist, Steve Woodmansee, has been down several times and our EPAC program is moving
along. We added more endangered plants to the Cactus Rock Barren site at Lower Matecumbe Key
to replace all that had been destroyed by Irma; only one Joe-jumper cactus (Opuntia abjecta)
remained from earlier plantings.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Events
8th annual Key West Art in the Garden grand
opening wine & cheese reception kicked off this
year’s exhibit consisting of over 20 artists and 31
sculptures. Made of natural
and/or recycled materials, the
collection uses nature as the
backdrop advocating how our
community's reclaimed/
recycled resources can be
used in
creative, imaginative
and often surprising ways with
beautiful results.
Past exhibits have been featured on PBS Art Loft, Fox network in Miami
and the Hispanic Channel Telemundo.
Most pieces are for sale and can be viewed at the Tropical Forest & Botanical
Garden through July 31, 2018

Native Plants for Sale
at the Key West
Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens
The Nursery in the Key West Tropical Forest &
Botanical Garden will be offering native trees,
shrugs and vines for sale on the
3rd Saturday of each month from 9am to 12pm.
Choose from over 1,500 plants and 150 species of
butterfly and bird attracting plants propagated by
volunteers in sizes from one-gallon to 30-gallon
pots. Key West Tropical Forest members
receive a 15% discount.
Memberships available on site.
All proceeds directly benefit the Tropical Forest’s
conservation program.
Contact: Audrey Thompson, Docent
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden
For more information call 305-296-1504 or
visit www.keywest.garden.

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Happenings
Misha McRAE, Executive Director, smiles with appreciation for the
generous $2,150.00 check donation to the Hurricane Irma Recovery
Fund from the Sierra Club Florida, a chapter of the national Club. The
Sierra Club Florida mission is to enjoy, explore and protect the natural
places in Florida, to teach others to understand and respect the fragile
environment in which we live, and to practice and promote the
responsible use of Florida’s ecosystems and resources. The Garden’s
appreciation extends to Mark Walters – Chair Miami, and Grant
Gelhardt – Executive Committee Big Bend, for their consideration and
support and to acknowledge the important work they do. For more information about the Sierra Club Florida, contact Sierra Club of Florida,
Mark Walters,1990 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, FL 33712 or visit
their website at https://www.sierraclub.org/florida.

Lower Keys Fall
Migration &
Wildlife Mania

Yoga Key West
Yoga is held on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
From 10am to 11:15AM

September
21 - 23, 2018

Prices for Yoga are: $15.00 drop in
$125 for a group of 10 (members can have a
group of 11)
Yoga fees support the Garden and include all day
admission to the Garden. Go to
www.yogakeywest.org to register by credit card,
or mail a check to Monica Haskell, 2819 Harris
Avenue, Key West Fl. 33040.

Join the flock and explore more
about the natural wonder of
migration by attending one of the
events of the Lower Keys Birding &
Nature Exploration offered by the
Key West Botanical Garden Society
& the National Key Deer Refuge, Big
Pine Key FL.

October 27, 2018
10am to 2 pm

The 10th Annual ‘Safe Halloween’ at the
Historic Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden offers the children of our
community a safe Halloween with ‘tricks
and treats’ that educate in a fun, or scary,
way to save the environment and protect
wildlife with examples of recycled items
for costumes, decorations, games and
activities.

Events are added to the Garden Calendar on our website often. Be sure to check back
to see if anything new is happening at the Garden.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Membership can now be
paid online via credit card.
Don’t forget to renew;
your membership &
helps support the Garden
so we can
continue to GROW for
another 80 years!
You can also support the
Garden by sponsoring our
community events.
The Garden needs and
counts on you!
Contact staff@kwbgs.org

Community Activities
Open to the Public
Toddler Storytime
Open to the Public
Tuesday 10am—11am

Meditation
Key West Tara Mandala
Saturdays 10am—12 noon
key west botanical garden@facebook.
Www.keywest.garden

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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5210 College Rd.
Key West, FL 33040
Open Daily 10am-4pm
Holidays & Special Days
Christmas Eve—Closing 1pm
Christmas Day—Closed
New Year’s Eve—Closing 1pm
New Year’s—Closed
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