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This Cuban Plumeria was donated to the Garden by longtime volunteer and member
Josephina Reif. It is located in the Cuban Palm Garden
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Contact Information
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Ed Cunningham
Vice President: Joy Taylor
Treasurer: OPEN
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by Ed Cunningham

On Sunday, March 24, 2019, The
KWBGS Board Members along with
our professional staff held our annual
retreat. The purpose of the retreat is
to update our Strategic Plan as well
as benchmark where we are against
the current plan and set priorities for
moving forward.

DIRECTORS:
Carole DeHart, Publications Chair,
Newsletter Editor
Joy Taylor, HR/ Education Chair
Betty Desbiens, Emeritus
John Rouge, Grants Chair
Dick Rezba
Susan Beale
Bernard Rasch
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I want to thank the Board members as
well as our Executive Director,
General Manager and Education
Director for giving up a Sunday.

I want to especially thank our Secretary, Audrey Thompson, for
her diligent work in recording the minutes of the meeting and
updating the Strategic Plan. Audrey wears many hats at the
Garden, and we would be lost without her.

STAFF
Executive Director: Misha D. McRAE
Education Manager: Robin Sarabia
Education Assistant-OPEN
General Manager: Karen Frank-Noll
Facility Maintenance: Rick LeGeyt

From the Retreat there are several things I see as critical issues
to the Garden as a whole. I have listed them in what I feel is the
priority or importance of each:

CONTACT
Key West Botanical Garden Society
5210 College Rd.
Key West, FL 33040
305-296-1504
www.keywest.garden

Funding – includes improved fundraising efforts
Reach out to Federal and State Grants

Grants for specific key projects
Increase membership
Reach out to current members to increase their level
of participation financially
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5210 College Road
Key West, FL 33040

The Board Critical Needs
Treasurer with bookkeeping back ground
Marketing person to increase the reach of the Garden
in our market and beyond
If you have bookkeeping talents or IT talents and would be
interested in assisting the Garden, please contact me.
Based on the positive reaction from the Board and Staff at the
Retreat, I will be pursuing the plans for a fall event, sort of an art
in the garden type event, name to be determined, Scarecrows in
the Garden”?

305-296-1504
www.keywest.garden
info@keywest.garden
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Thoughts from Our Executive Director
by Misha McRAE

Spring has sprung and with it heralded the spring migration where the
Garden produces fruits offering a smorgasbord of food for the birds
and butterflies that use it as their respite resting stop. Since February
2019, Ebird.org, one of the National top Birding sites, has documented
155 total bird sightings representing 75 different species seen at this
Garden. This is only one of the major events happening at the Key
West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden. For those of you who helped,
Migration Mania and Great Egg Hunt brought the children to learn
about it. Congrats to the Education Department for a great community event.
April 20th was the City wide collaboration of Earth and Arbor Day ECO-Fair 2019. The entire Saturday
encompassed a city wide clean up (Don’t Pass it up, Pick it UP) in the morning with workshops,
demonstrations, presentations and plantings scheduled at the Garden in the afternoon. The Key West
Botanical Garden is proud to partner with the City of Key West for this event. Go to the City of Key West
Website at
https://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/eGov/apps/events/calendar.egov?view=detail;id=3735 for
complete details.
Beginning back in the spring of 2011, the Key West Art (in the) Garden was started with the local art
community. The concept: give back to the community by partnering and bringing local Keys’ artists to the
Garden whose mediums were 1. Larger than a studio showroom, 2. Made from recycled or natural
materials, 3. Designed for being outdoors and 4. Used nature as the backdrop and inspiration. Now in its 9th
year, the Art Garden has been featured on PBS Art Loft, Fox Network in Miami, Hispanic Channel Telemundo
and countless YouTube videos. The exhibit is scheduled to open with a meet the artist reception on April 28,
2019 and extends through July 31, 2019. Come to the Garden and get your ‘Art On’.
Each year this Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden exhibits why protecting and promoting this unique natural
habitat is a valuable contribution to the community, the City of Key West and to the environment. As we all
strive to do our part to protect it, your help can go directly to its re-growth. April is the 5 th month of the
$50,000, $:$ DONOR MATCH CHALLENGE for the Hurricane Irma Storm Recovery.Contributions collected to
date are 83% of our goal ($41,350.00) but not there yet. On the other hand, the Garden is only 70% completed with its storm recovery renovations. To achieve the donor match challenge means to achieve the
completion of the restoration projects. At this time, your contribution is worth double with the match.
Please, go to our website at https://www.keywest.garden/make-a-donation-today/ or call me direct at
(305) 296-1504 to make your contribution.
Remember to ‘keep it green’ and that every day is a great day to be at the Garden.
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Thoughts from Our Executive Director
Thoughts from
Our Executive Director
by Misha McRAE
by Misha McRAE

Alyson Crean ,
Communications Manager
City of Key West
Work: 305-809-1058
Cell: 305-797-0417
acrean@cityofkeywest-fl.gov

April 8, 2019
Key West Mayor Teri Johnston, during the recent city commission meeting, proclaimed April 20 th as Earth Day – Arbor Day.
Arbor Day is observed nationally to celebrate the role of trees in our lives and promote tree planting and care. The City of Key
West has long recognized the importance of its trees and its environment and has been a member of Tree City USA for seven
years. Earth Day is a day set aside to honor the environment and the concept of peace and is celebrated worldwide to promote
environmental protection.
Key West Urban Forester Karen DeMaria accepted the proclamation.
“On Saturday, April 20th, the City of Key West Urban Forestry, Solid Waste, and Sustainability departments,” she said, “along with
our partners, the Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority, Keep America and Key West Beautiful-the Great America Clean Up, Reef Relief, the Surf Rider Foundation, the Key West Turtle Club, the Monroe County Extension Service, the Southernmost Brew Club,
and the Key West Botanical Garden invite the public to celebrate Earth Day -- Arbor Day and the Preserve Key West Island Life
campaign with a morning of community service and an afternoon of fun and education.”
On that day, the community is invited to attend one or more of several earth-oriented events. There will be land, beach and
shoreline cleanups from 9 a.m. until 12:30. Cleanups will be organized at Higgs Beach, Nature Beach on Atlantic Blvd, and on Boca Chica Road. There will be a mangrove kayak cleanup as well as an invasive plant removal effort at the roller rink.
The Key West Botanical Garden will be holding a native and endangered species plant sale from 9 a.m. until noon at the garden
nursery on College Road.
Also at the Key West Botanical Garden, residents and visitors can enjoy the Earth Day -- Arbor Day Eco Fair from 1 p.m. until 4:30.
This is a free event full of fun activities for all, including environmental education booths, bee keeping demonstrations, honey
tasting, mead tasting and brewing, sunscreen information, and a tree planting.
Conservation and sustainability workshops will also be held for a small fee. These workshops will cover vital information including
worm composting and an upcycled rain barrel workshop. The Botanical Garden will also have their regular speaker series presenter on this day discussing the new Key West Heritage Tree program. For additional information regarding the cleanups, eco
fair, and workshops go to www.keywestrecycles.com on the web or to the City Facebook site.
“I want to give a special thank you,” said DeMaria, “to the main sponsor of this event, Coke Florida, for not only providing supplies for some of the workshops, but for also providing drinks at the event.”
In the photo: Commissioners Mary Lou Hoover and Gregory Davila, Coke Florida District Sales Manager Chris Alvarez, Key West
Urban Forester Karen DeMaria, Botanical Gardens Executive Director Misha McCrea, Key West Solid Waste Coordinator Dee Dee
Green, Coke Florida’s Territory General Manager Yordi Batista, Mayor Teri Johnston, Vice Mayor Sam Kaufman, Monroe County
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Earth Day/Arbor Day Eco Fair—April 20, 2019
by Audrey Thompson
In partnership with the City of Key West and the Extension Service from the University of Florida an
Earth Day/Arbor Day celebration “Eco Fair” was held at the Tropical Garden. The dayincluded several off-site opportunities for beach clean-up, with the afternoon scheduleincluding Guest Speaker, Karen DeMaria (Key West Urban Forester) on the Heritage TreeProgram in Key West, a Rain Barrel
clinic, a composting clinic and the City of Key West treeplanting which took place in the Garden this
year. The City purchased plants from the Garden’s Nursery for installation on the north side of the
pond (across from the Cactus Barren). Species planted included one Soldierwood, Colubrina elliptica; one Dahoon holly, Ilex cassine; one Partridge Pea, Chamaecrista lineata; two Coralbean, Erythina herbacea; 3 Butterfly Bush, Cordia globosa; 3 Bahama senna, Senna mexicana ‘Bahamensis’;
and one Necklace pod, Sophora tomentosa.
The various groups with displays participating included Reef Relief, Keep America Clean and Beautiful, Coca-Cola, City of Key West, UF – Extension Service, Key West Beautiful, Surfrider Foundation,
National Marine Sanctuaries. It was a beautiful day and other displays included MEED making,

MIGRATION MANIA APRIL 6, 2019

The kids enjoyed the various arts and crafts and the
Bounce house
The Key West Police Horses were a big hit.
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Artin
inthe
theGarden
Gardenfor the Fall of 2019
Seasonal Themed Art
By Ed Cunningham
We are working on a seasonal art in the garden. This would be open to school groups, art groups, businesses.
I anticipate several categories and a minimal entrance fee. All seasonal (fall/Halloween) displays must include
natural elements. There will be judging of the various categories and cash prizes awarded.
Displays would start in September and end by December.
Below are some examples of the seasonal art displays. Rules, entrance fees, amount of prize to be
determined by committee.

If you are interested in this committee, please contact me!
Ed Cunningham 305-295-7800
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Olive’s Spirit
by Audrey Thompson

If the trees of this earth could speak, what would they tell us?
“Listen. There’s something you need to hear.”
There is a world alongside ours—vast, slow, interconnected,
resourceful, magnificently inventive, and invisible to us. Nature
has a transformative and regenerative power that has been
captured bySculptor, W. Perry Arnold. Perry and the Key West
Tropical Forest &amp; Botanical Garden, unveiled Olive’s Spirit”
with a champagne reception that was held on Sunday, March 10
th .
Hurricane Irma felled the Garden’s 80 year-old, state-listed
champion Black Olive tree (the largest of its species in the state).
Perry Arnold transformed the stump of this tree into a beautiful
wooden throne named “Olive’s Spirit”. The sculpture is adjacent
to the Garden’s boardwalk which surrounds the Historic Butterfly
Garden.
Olive’s Spirit was also featured in the “Tom Majors Wood Art
Invitational” sponsored by the Studios of Key West during its
month-long, island-wide celebration in March. It showcased the
creative potential of wood, and by extension, a statement of faith that the intersection of humankind and
nature needn’t be disastrous, but can result in objects and experiences filled with beauty and meaning.
Perry performed the grand unveiling and told the crowd of over 100 people the complete story of how Olive’s
Spirit came to be. The experience was enhanced with cello musical accompaniment provided by Gina
Maserati. The champagne reception followed in the Courtyard.
If you haven’t already
experienced what
Olive’s Spirit is telling
us, you need to visit
the Garden, sit in the
throne and listen…..
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Garden Guardian Activities
by Audrey Thompson
Spring finds the Forest exploding with effusive blooms and heavy fruit on the trees and shrubs which is perfect
for our birds (both local and migrating) and pollinators. It has come back strong with a little help from our
friends, the volunteers.
Let me extend my sincere appreciation to all of our volunteers; those that have been working in the Garden
for several years and the many new volunteers. Their efforts are clearly visible. My hat (and gloves) is off to
those new volunteers: Karen Goggins, Pam Joyce, Kay Gelletly, Tammy Kirkbride, Pam Wright, Craig Graham
and JoAnne Genduso . Also my huge thanks goes out to our local Navy and Coast Guard volunteers. They have volunteered
well over a hundred hours helping to do things like repair the boardwalk, demolish old sheds, mow, mulch, move logs and stone
and planting and trimming of trees and shrubs. All of us at the Key West Tropical Forest cannot thank all of these volunteers
enough.

U.S. Coast Guard Volunteers, February, 2019

U.S. Navy volunteers, December, 2018

We finally got past Hurricane Irma cleanup and have been able to begin installing new trees,
shrubs and herbaceous plants to replace those that were lost. In the past few months 28
trees, 30 shrubs and over 40 herbaceous/perennial plants have been installed.
The Cactus collection that was located in the West Loop Trail was destroyed. Due to climate
change and possible sea level rise that area was not appropriate to restore. We wanted a
new area to display the Cactus collection. A berm adjacent to the Blue Butterfly Garden was
chosen. The berm was created with the spoils of the pond restoration in 2005 and its
elevation allows us to install the various cacti several feet above flood level. All cacti provided for the new display come from the Garden’s nursery.
nd

The 2 area needing restoration was around the champion Black Olive tree that was felled
by Irma. It has now been transformed into a beautiful sculpture by local wood sculptor,
W. Perry Arnold titled “Olive’s Spirit”. Numerous carts full of mulch were hauled into the
area to cover the remains of the root ball and 9 shrubs, 3 trees and 13 shrubs were installed
to complete the landscaping.

Volunteer & Master Gardener,
Craig Graham

A 3rd area of focus has been the Blue Butterfly Garden. The masses of Wild sage are once
again attracting butterflies and pollinators but trimming them yearly is important in keeping
them healthy and thriving. Many herbaceous plants and shrubs were lost and those have
now been replaced with Ground cherry, Narrow leaf yellowtops, Blue Porterweed, Scorpian
tail, Spurred butterfly pea, Indigofera mucranata, Partridge pea and Seashore ageratum.
Working with the City’s Tree Commission-Tree Replacement program, additional trees
continue to be planted in the Garden. The Garden is owned by the City and therefore
residents who must replace trees that are permitted for removal can donate replacement
trees to be planted in the Garden if they cannot plant them on their own property. Many
of these trees can be purchased from the Garden’s nursery.

Sculptor, W. Perry Arnold &
Olive’s Spirit

The time that the Garden Guardians spend in the trimming, weeding and installing new plants is rewarding. Our efforts help to
fulfill the Garden’s mission and give us all a sense of accomplishment. Join us any Wednesday or Saturday morning from 9am to
noon.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Education Department
by Joy Taylor

A BRIGHT STAR AMONG US!
by Joy Brown Taylor, VP, KWBGS
DeAnna Cordani arrived at KWBG in early 2017 with a
stated objective on her resume: "To educate children in
creative, non-classroom environments." She has SO
succeeded!
In recognition of all she is and all she has accomplished over the past 2 years, we share thoughts
about DeAnna as she prepares to depart with her family
to the next of her husband's Air Force postings.
In no particular order, here are kudos, memories and
well wises:
"I am truly sorry to see her leave us. Seldom do we
work with someone so capable, spontaneous, thoughtful, and talened. DeAnna joined the education program
at a very challenging time. She arrived, looked around,
rolled up her sleeves and got to work designing and delivering 8 months of programming in 3 months to meet
the deadlines with style and élan. Hats off!" (Jane)
"DeAnna is a joy to work with. Always upbeat, always
fun. Her enthusiasm is contagious. She will be
missed." (Donna)
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Education Department con’t.
by Joy Taylor
“Remind her not to wear spiked heels on a boardwalk. “ (Rick)
"Beginning in January 2017, working with DeAnna has been a journey of fun and excitement. The wonder of how the education department ‘flowered’ during her time at the Tropical Forest has
amazed me to the point where I wanted to work with her. After Hurricane Irma, my residence was blocked by fallen trees with no power or water, to the point me and my Moluccan Cockatoo ‘Soli’ could
not habitate. I resigned myself to bring her to work with
me. DeAnna stepped in and literally took her away to the Education
Office where she quickly identified herself as Soli’s Auntie. Thereafter, if I had a meeting or could not find Soli, I knew she
was with Auntie DeAnna. DeAnna’s winning personally stole my
bird away, literally. Thank you DeAnna." (Misha)
"I did not work closely with DeAnna, but was always impressed with
her enthusiasm about education in general and specifically for the
kids. Her integrity, kindness and generosity have been evident in all
her interactions at the Nursery. So no special stories, just true admiration for a fine person, one whom will be surely missed." (Susie)

Deanna and Soli enjoying a moment

"It’s hard for me to describe one favorite DeAnna moment, because they are all so pleasant! Her
enthusiasm for the education department is always evident (especially in her story time coordinated
outfits). Her creativity,
imagination, and her can do attitude has been a pleasure to be around
and work with. I am going to miss her visits with me in the VC and her presence around the garden”.
(Mary)
"DeAnna was always there with enthusiastic support of whatever project or event was happening
adding class and pizzaz from her 4" heels to a fancy fascinator on her head. I will miss her greatly." (Audrey)
"DeAnna is the best kind of educator: one driven by the desire to impart knowledge, yet never
afraid to toss the lesson plan aside to follow imagination inspired by children's curiosity. It has been
an absolute delight to work on various projects with DeAnna over the past couple of years. You will
be missed, dear lady!" (Joy)
"The Garden won't be the same without DeAnna! She has made it such a wonderful place to be,
and I'm so grateful for having her as my coworker and as my friend. I'll miss fancy dress up days
and matching themed
t-shirts, showing off our latest discoveries, picking through maggots (for
lizard food!) before lunch, and
bathroom meetings. More than anything, I'll miss the way
even the simplest things could be fun together!" (Robin)
I have always been impressed by Deanna’s can-do attitude “(Carole)
To sum it all up, here from Ed, our Board President: " An awesome enthusiastic educator who will
be greatly missed by all."
DeAnna we wish you and your family all the best — and can only hope we will reconnect with you
in the future!!
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Nursery News
By Susie Reutling, Nursery Director
We’ve been busy at the Nursery. This fall and winter brought us a number of new volunteers, local
and from the snowy North. We worked them hard but had a lot of fun as well.
Our volunteers divided Florida whitetop, Rhynchospora floridensis
for us as they spread quickly by rhizomatous roots. A sedge that
looks like a grass, the plant grows 6 to 12 inches high with a spike
up to about 16 inches in flower.
Oh, the “flower” is really a bract, much like a poinsettia. Most sedges are pollinated by wind; Florida whitetop is different as it attracts
insect pollinators.
It’s not rare but it sure is a nice addition to a landscape, especially if
you are looking for a lawn substitute (just set your mower high).
Considered a wetland plant, this sedge is extremely tolerant to
drought; at the nursery we just water it with the rest of our plants
and it thrives, thus the need for division. An added benefit is a tolerance if not a preference for nutritionally poor soil. No wonder it
does well here.
So, a big thanks to our volunteers for spreading out our wealth of Florida whitetop. Job well done!
What is the difference between a grass and a sedge? Not much, but. sedges are somewhat triangular, they have “edges”, while grasses are round or flat. We’ve done a little walk-about identifying native palms and a little on how to do plant ID.
You never know what is going to be happenin’ at the Nursery.
So, come on over, Wednesdays and most Saturdays, 9:00 AM to Noon.
We can learn a little and dig in the dirt.
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Ongoing
Events
Ongoing Events

Yoga Key West
Yoga is held on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
From 10am to 11:15AM
Prices for Yoga are:
$15.00 drop in
$125 for a group of 10 (members can have a group of 11)
Yoga fees support the Garden and include all day admission
to the Garden. Go to www.yogakeywest.org to register by
credit card, or mail a check to Monica Haskell, 2819 Harris
Avenue, Key West Fl. 33040.

Please make checks out to Monica Haskell.
Questions - call 305-304-5635 or email monica@yogakeywest.org .

Native Plants for Sale
at the Key West
Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens
The Nursery in the Key West Tropical Forest &
Botanical Garden will be offering native trees, shrugs
and vines for sale on the
3rd Saturday of each month from 9am to 12pm.
Choose from over 1,500 plants and 150 species of
butterfly and bird attracting plants propagated by
volunteers in sizes from one-gallon to 30-gallon
pots. Key West Tropical Forest members
receive a 15% discount.
Memberships available on site.
All proceeds directly benefit the Tropical Forest’s
conservation program.
Contact: Audrey Thompson, Docent
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden
For more information call 305-296-1504 or
visit www.keywest.garden.

Events are added to the Garden Calendar on our website often. Be sure to check back to see if
anything new is happening at the Garden.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Membership can now be
paid online via credit card.
Don’t forget to renew;
your membership &
helps support the Garden
so we can
continue to GROW for
another 80 years!
You can also support the
Garden by sponsoring our
community events.
The Garden needs and
counts on you!
Contact staff@kwbgs.org

Community Activities
Open to the Public
Upcoming Events: "Things are beginning to slow down for
the Summer season. Below, are the events currently
planned through next fall. We will be sure to advise you by
email if any new events are planned.
•

Art In the Garden - April through July

• May Speaker Series: May 18-1:30 pmAlison Higgins, Key West Sustainability Coordinator"Anticipated Effect of Climate Change and Sea Level Rise
in Key West". In the Toppino Nature Chapel

5210 College Rd.
Key West, FL 33040
Open Daily 10am-4pm

Meditation
Key West Tara Mandala
Saturdays 10am—12 noon

Holidays & Special Days
Christmas Eve—Closing 1pm
Christmas Day—Closed
New Year’s Eve—Closing 1pm
New Year’s—Closed

key west botanical garden@facebook.
Www.keywest.garden
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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