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5210 College Road 

Key West, FL 33040 

305-296-1504 

www.keywest.garden 

info@keywest.garden 

Ed Cunningham,  

Board President 

305-295-7800 

January 2020 
Happy New Year to 
friends, members,  
patrons, staff and 
Board members! 
I want to take this 
opportunity to thank 
many people for 
helping make the 
Tropical Garden the 
terrific place it is. 

Thanks to these folks, our visitors and students are 
able to enjoy a taste of what the original sub-tropical 
Florida Keys was like while observing the flora and    
fauna of the Garden.  

A tremendous thank you to: our full and part-time 
staff, our numerous volunteers than make things go, 
our hard working and dedicated Board of Directors and 
of course a big THANKS to our members and donors. It 
takes a team to be successful and I believe we have a 
great team.    

A great team is always looking to improve. The Tropical 
Garden is no exception. Please reach out to your 
friends, family and neighbors and ask them to become 
members, volunteers or become a donor. A critical 
need for our Board of Directors going into the new 
year is to find a Treasurer for our organization. If you 
or someone you know has a background in finance or 
a sincere interest in becoming our treasurer, please 
contact one of our Board members.  
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T h o u g h t s f r o m  O u r  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r   
b y  M i s h a  M c R A E  

Dear Friends of the Garden, 
 
Best wishes to all for a merry, safe season with enough Holiday Cheer to 
last throughout the New Year. As is usual for the season, we reflect on 
the many blessings that have been bestowed upon the Tropical Forest 
and our family. This past year we celebrated the 83rd anniversary of the 
Key West Botanical Garden and 31 years for the Botanical Garden      
Society! 
 
What was predicted in 2017 has come to pass: ‘after every big storm is a 
big rebirth’ and our Garden lived up to it. New and re-growth from the  
understory through the canopy of flora now offer the fauna of this unique 
habitat in the Lower Keys a respite of safe haven. A major stopping point 
for migrating birds and butterflies, the Garden continues producing the 
food sources needed to sustain our diminishing wildlife. Bird sightings 
have been frequent at this site over the past few months providing  
documentation of 198 species cataloged. I invite you to check and add to 
the sighting data by going directly to EBird.org  
(https://ebird.org/hotspot/L127446). 
 
A monumental effort to restore the Garden has been met through your support, our contributors and donors, 
along with FEMA Public Assistance.  This has provided necessary capital to repair, reforest & renovate      
damages from Hurricane Irma including the boardwalks, roofs, fencing, gates, irrigation and landscape lighting. 
Renovation efforts continue on outstanding projects including the Education Department Outdoor Classroom, 
Desbiens Pond and Foy Thompson Lookout, and reforestation of lost trees remain a priority. 
 
Global warming is real. Key Westers remain blessed with the weather, but this fall and into winter the rain has 
been consistent and copious and this has come with a price.What the native flora needs to revitalize and       
regrow has also provided the native weeds with the same ability to ‘fill in the empty spaces’ left by Irma. This is 
a call to our volunteers for help: a couple of hours of your time a week can help tame our jungle. It has been 
said that pulling weeds can be cathartic for the garden and the soul: power over nature and all. Call the office 
with your interest and availability and we will put them to use. And, if you are not already a volunteer,        
https://www.keywest.garden/become-a-volunteer/ is the door to the information you need to get started. 
 
The beckoning New Year heralds a list of much to do. After 5 years of planning, the Botanical Garden 
Chidren’s Interactive Playground will be breaking ground! TheChildren’s Mentor Art Workshop was such a   
success that the project will be held for both the spring Art in the Garden (April) and the fall Scarecrows in the 
Tropical Forest (September) exhibits. The Speaker Series started with a discussion on coral restoration by   
Sarah Fangman with other hot topic speakers schedule January - May.  I hope to see you at the annual    
Membership Appreciation Cocktail Party on January 22nd (mail in your ballots) and preparations have already 
begun for the annual GardenFest and Green Market Place February 15 – 16, 2020. 
 
Your contributions are the lifeblood of this organization. By your financial support, the future of this unique   
habitat in the Lower Keys is assured, allowed to continue growing and represent the best of environmental  
protection in our region. I urge you to fill out your Annual Fund Pledge form, then mail, phone or go online 
https://www.keywest.garden/make-a-donation-today/ to make your contribution today. 
 
I also give thanks to each of you. It has been my honor to be a part of, represent and advocate for, help initiate 
and give witness to the changes and growth of the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden over the past 
23 years. Through all of the challenges, I understand and have always held it in my heart that it is because of 
you the Garden continues to grow. 
 
Remember: Keep it green and best wishes for a great New Year. 

 



November 9th was an enchanting and magical time at the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden!  It 
was the evening of our invitation only Moonlight Stroll Fundraiser, benefiting the Key West Botanical     
Garden Education Department.   
 
Guests were welcomed and treated to a signature ‘Blue Moon     
Margarita’ cocktail, sponsored by the Gardens Hotel and D ’Vine 
Wine Gallery. Next came a delightful private tour under the      
moonlight following starlit pathways into the Garden Courtyard.   
 
The full moon was provided by the celestial forces (with Mother     
Nature parting the cloudy skies of the daytime).  Like a Van Gogh 
painting, the cocktail and dinner tables were decked out in midnight 
blue tablecloths, bedecked with gold and silver moons and stars, 
and centered with clear glass galaxy lights centerpieces.  The  
landscape lighting accented the evening with gentle pathway and 
stage waterfall lights.  Live string moonlight themed music wafted 
through the air: violin and cello provided by the incomparable Irie 
Monte and Mark Simcox.  Hors d'oeuvres by Destination Caterers 
and an open bar complimented the silent auction and moonlight 
trivia contest. 
 
The fundraiser was a success with all pledges and donations dedicated to our Education Department for its 

continued success.  We thank all our contributors for their support! 
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Moo n l ig h t  S t r o l l F u n d r a ise r  

b y  M ish a Mc R A E< E xec u t i v e D i r ec t o r  

 

SPEAKER SERIES  

2020 Schedule Presents 

KEY WEST BOTANICAL GARDEN SPEAKER SERIES 2020 
Month Speaker Topic Date Time 

January Karen DeMaria 

The New State Tree Law and its Im-
pacts Related to Tree Commission Per-
mitting and Mitigation in the City of 
Key West 

2/15/2020 1:30-2:30 
PM 

February Robyn Mayer Decline of Bird Population in the Unit-
ed States 1/18/2020 1:30PM - 

2:30PM 

March Alison Higgins Energy Efficiency and Solar Solutions 3/21/2020 1:30PM - 
2:30PM 

April Michelle Leonard-
Mularz 

Advantages of Using Native Plants in 
Your Garden 4/18/2020 1:30PM - 

2:30PM 

May  Jake Farnum 
Cooperative Agriculture Pest Survey - 
Monitoring for Exotic Pests of Plants 
in SE Florida 

5/16/2020 1:30PM - 
2:30PM 



E d u ca t io n D e p a r t m e n t  

b y  R ob i n Sa r a b i a , E d u ca t io n Ma n age r  
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Expanding curriculum to include 1st grade  

One of the goals of the Living Lab is for our curriculum to reach every 
grade level, ensuring that the Botanical Garden maintains a consistent 
presence throughout local students’ educational careers. This fall we 
revised and implemented an updated lesson targeted specifically to 
the Florida science standards for 1st graders! So far, four classes from 
Sigsbee Charter School have visited the   garden to dissect plants to 
learn about their various parts, sort garden specimens into several 
categories, and embark on a scavenger hunt. 1st graders from Gerald 
Adams, the Basilica School, May Sands Montessori School, and Horace 
O’Bryant will be participating soon. Next, we welcome 2nd and 3rd 
grade after the holidays! 

New lesson in Coastal Ecology  

This September, the education team developed a new   
lesson in Coastal Ecology just in time for a visit to Sugarloaf 
School’s Marine Science classroom. This lesson focused 
mainly on mangroves and their many contributions to a 
healthy ecosystem here in the Florida Keys.  Students from 
1st through 8th grades examined how different types of 
soil act as a buffer to keep the pH of our water balanced, 
demonstrated how mangroves protect our shorelines from 
erosion, and sifted through soil to compare one area to 
another.  We are excited to continue to grow our program 
to include a wider variety of   topics, particularly for our 
middle school age students! 
  

Students using soil to create natural filters, then testing its         
efficacy on a variety of potential pollutants. 

1st graders examining plant parts to 
determine their functions 

Work Based Learning Experience student off to a great 
start  

This fall, the Education Department and Native Plant 
Nursery have partnered with the Monroe County School 
District to participate in Florida’s Work-Based Learning 
Experience internship program. WBLE is a new program for 
Florida students, and   Monroe County was chosen as one 
of the first places in the state to implement this exciting 
opportunity. WBLE seeks to prepare youth with disabilities 
for employment while the student is still in high school. 
Rather than simple vocational training, this program 
matches students with internships based on personal in-
terests, allowing for a seamless transition from high school 
to postsecondary education, training, or employment in a WBLE student intern Bryan hard at work! 

field of their choice.  Our WBLE student, Bryan, is a freshman at Key West High. In School, he chose an internship at the 
Botanical     Garden in order to work towards his goal of owning his own landscaping business. Over the past several 
months, Bryan has been hard at work learning all about how to care for and cultivate plants, and the scientific principles 
that guide his work. Everyone who has worked with Bryan has been so impressed with his diligence, attention to detail, 
and his incredible recall. Recently, Bryan successfully completed his goals for his first semester as an intern.                     
Congratulations, Bryan! We look forward to a great Spring with you! 



Yoga Key West 
Yoga is held on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 

From 10am to 11:15AM 
Prices for Yoga are: 
$15.00 drop in 
$125 for a group of 10 (members can have a 
group of 11) 
Yoga fees support the Garden and include all 
day   admission to the Garden. Go to 
www.yogakeywest.org  to register by credit 
card, or mail a check to Monica Haskell, 2819 
Harris  Avenue, Key West Fl. 33040.  

Please make checks out to Monica Haskell.  
Questions - call 305-304-5635 or email    

monica@yogakeywest.org . 

E d u ca t io n D e p a r t m e n t  

b y R ob i n Sa r a b i a , E d u ca t io n Ma n age r  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SAVE Friendship Garden 

The SAVE (Students Against Violence Everywhere) Promise club is a nationwide program developed with 
the goal of preventing violence before it occurs through educating, empowering, and engaging students to 
recognize signs of social isolation, and take steps to prevent it. The education team took a trip to Horace 0 
Bryant to meet with their chapter of SAVE club and assist with their plans for a future friendship garden. 
We brainstormed with students what kinds of plants would be best, how the garden would be conveyed, 
and what uses this garden would serve. We are eager to watch this garden grow and bloom! 

Key West Botanical Garden Society   Winter Edition 2020                 Page 5 



N u rse r y N e w s 

B y S usie R e u t l i ng , N u rse r y Ma n age r  

Visit us at the Nursery to see our improvements.  

We encourage you to come volunteer in the Nursery and/or in the Garden,  

Wednesday and Saturday mornings, 9:00 AM to Noon. 

Our 2019-2020 student volunteer program has been quite active with as many 
as 16 students at each session. It is a pleasure to be working with these young 
and engaged students and sharing our love of plants and nature. So far, their 
efforts have been directed towards invasive plant  removal and plant care,      
primarily working with the endangered Coontie. 

Have you visited the Native Nursery lately? Started primarily as containment area for 
trees and shrubs  which were brought in as “rescue” plants (removed due to urban 
development) and from mainland garden centers, the Nursery now propagates 150+ 
species from local germplasm. Our emphasis remains on preserving and conserving 
our native species. 

Not only do we cultivate plants but also student   
volunteers. Since 2011, with brief hiatus, we have 
created opportunity for students to earn Community 
Service Hours while instructing them in gardening 
and landscape techniques. Perhaps even more       
important is the sharing of information about our 
natural environment and the need to protect our 
ecosystems. Three of our past “graduates” Jessica,  
Anoom and Melanie, now undergraduates at UF in Chemical engineering, Microbiolo-
gy/Anthropology, and Biotech, dropped by. they are doing us proud. Another, Olivia, 
at UF in the forestry program, messaged me with the information she has been hired 
as a tree genetics researcher and will be a master’s student with a concentration as a 
Nursery Specialist. We are so proud of them and the rest of our past volunteers. 

 Have a Couple of Hours to Spare? 

Want to be more involved in the Garden?  We 
would love your help with upcoming events.  Here 
are a few ways you could help: 

 Set up after-tour refreshments for garden 
guests 

 Garden Fest – set up or breakdown exhibits, 
solicit sponsors, help organize vendors,      
facilitate food and beverage sales  

 Monthly native plant sale – propagate new 

These are great ways to meet new folks and help the Garden.  We could definitely use your help.  To volunteer 
an hour or two or more, please call or email the Garden at 305 296-1501 or mmcrae@keywest.garden 

Book a VIP Garden Tour      Treat your guests and friends to a VIP tor of the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical 
Garden.  Call 305 849-6641 to arrange a convenient date and time for your tour. Or better yet, upgrade your member-

ship to the Jewel Level.  As a Ruby, Emerald, or Diamond Jewel member, you are entitled to a personal tour for you 
and up to six guests. Our docents can customize your tour to highlight those aspects of the Garden that interest you 

most.  Give a gift of a garden tour to your guests and friends. 
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Sca r ec r o w s i n t h e G a r de n 

B y Mish a Mc R A E , E xec u t i v e D i r ec t o r   
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Scarecrows, in the Garden?  Yes, that is right, this fall our first annual ‘Scarecrows in the Tropical Forest Art 
Exhibit and Contest’ brought in scarecrows created within our community! The exhibit challenged partici-
pants to create their     scarecrows using only recycled materials. 2 different entry classes, Amateur and    
Creative Professional, designed 7 unique scarecrows on display in the Garden since October 15th. 
 

Paralleling the exhibit was a student workshop funded by the Community 
Foundation of the Florida Keys and Key West Botanical Garden.  The  fun-
damental concept was to have 3 mentors work with 3 groups of students 
to conceive and create 3 scarecrows.  The Basilica School, Key West High 
School and Sigsbee, and the Boys & Girls Club designed created and    
installed their groups’ creations.  Mentors included Nancy La Re, Art 
Teacher at The Basilica School; Dee Dee Green, Solid Waste, Recycling & 
Education Outreach Coordinator with the City of Key West; and Victoria 
Dye, Art Teacher at the Boys & Girls Club. They had important roles,    
listening to and interpreting ideas for their student members, routing 
them into 1 concept, and molding that vision into creation.  These 3 
scarecrows joined the 4 other entries to create a unique experience for 
all guests of the Garden.  Each entry was  looking to win the 1st, 2nd or 3rd 
place plus the overall Public Poll prize. 

 

On December 3rd, judging was held at the Tropical Forest & Botanical 
Garden, revealing these winners of ‘Scarecrows in the Tropical Forest Art Exhibit and Contest’.   

 

#3   Mr. Bill  

#6  The Basilica 
Butterfly Brigade  

#7    Scare-Krewe 

#4    Goodbye Sweet 
Gabrielle 

#1    Ice Cream #2    Farmer Bill #5 Cayo Hueso 
Chupacabra 

Winners of the Scarecrows in the Tropical Forest   
Exhibit and Contest: 

 

Amateur 
2nd - #6 The Basilica Butterfly Brigade – The Basilica  
3rd - #3 Mr Bill – Victoria Dye, Boys & Girls Club 
 
Creative Professional 
1st - #4 Goodbye Sweet Gabrielle – JoAnne Hayes 
2nd - #5 Cato Hueso Chupacabra – The Ferreira Family 

By public opinion with over 43% of the survey votes:    
#4 JoAnne Hayes - Goodbye Sweet Gabrielle  

 
We congratulate all the entries for a first and creative art exhibit at the Garden 
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G a r de n G u a r d i a ns  

B y A u d r ey T h o m pso n , a r bo r is t  

 

 

 

After being away for 3 months over the summer, I returned in 
October to see the Garden through fresh eyes and what a lovely 
sight to see.  Some of the younger plants have grown two or 
three feet over the summer.  The Garden and Forest are lush and 
beautiful and the canopy is beginning to fill back in after being 
broken by Hurricane Irma two years ago.   If you haven’t been 
here in a while, you need to visit soon.   

Volunteer Kathy Nowaczyk is back tending the Courtyard.  Hoo-
ray!  We missed her.  She does a spectacular job keeping it visual-
ly appealing and ready for the next wedding or birthday event.  
Her eye for detail and care for the plants shows not only in the 
Garden’s surrounding plants but also the plants on the stage and along the entrance sidewalk to the visitor center. 

With the tree growth there has been an abundance of fruit offering a smorgasbord of delights for migrating birds.  
One could hear their various calls while walking through the Garden and Forest.  With fresh water and plenty of 
food, the Garden is one of the most important conservation areas in the Florida Keys for migrating birds.  One 
youngster was found a bit exhausted after his long migration.  I found a juvenile Broadwing Hawk sitting on the 
ground just off the Boardwalk.  He didn’t move or try to fly away as I ap-
proached, so I called the Key West Wildlife Center on White Street.  They pro-
vide 24-hour emergency rescue service and rehabilitative care to over 1,400 
wild birds annually.  The center’s volunteer arrived shortly after my call and 
was able to catch the bird in a net.  She told me he had most likely migrated 
from the east coast     anywhere from New York to the Carolinas and was 
probably a little tired, dehydrated and hungry.   After being rehabilitated for 
4 or 5 days she     expected the bird would be able to be released back in the 
Garden to    continue his life adventure. 

The section of Boardwalk that was broken by Irma was finally funded for re-
pair by FEMA.  Once work was completed, volunteer Pat Borgens took over 
removing over-growth, unwanted grasses and invasive plants so that visitors 
can now take advantage of the Bench nearby to observe butterflies and birds 
and relax among sounds, smells and feel of the forest. 

The students have seen first-hand how the aggressive growth can smother and eventually kill our native species. 

Invasive plants have been a major focus on 
the Garden Guardians “to-do” list.  If allowed 
to take over, they would eventually crowd out 
native species leaving less food and cover for 
the birds and animals of the forest and reduc-
ing plant diversity.  Brazilian jasmine, Brazilian 
pepper, Lead tree, Coral vine, Morning Glory 
and Leatherleaf are the main culprits that 

require constant identification and removal.  Most importantly,  we 
want to get them out before they flower & fruit and spread their seeds.  
Our Companion Program for high school students which is led by Master 
Gardner, Susie Reutling is helping to remove these plants.  They are 
learning to identify them and to understand why they are invasive and a 
threat to our endangered ecosystem.    



Na ve Plants for Sale at the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens 
   

The Nursery in the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden is open for sales the 
 

3rd  Saturday of each month, 9 am to 12pm. 
 

Over 150 species of trees, shrugs, herbaceous plants and vines native to 
 

The Florida Keys and parts of the Caribbean Basin are available. 
 

Key West Botanical Society members receive a 15% discount.   
Memberships available on site.  

 
 All proceeds directly benefit the Tropical Forest’s  conservation program 

C U B A N C H U G S U P D A T E 

  B y A u d r e y T h o m pso n  

 

Key West Botanical Garden Society   Winter Edition 2020                 Page 9 

The Cuban Chug Exhibit now has signage and has been add-
ed to the Audio Cell Phone tour thanks to a grant by the 
Florida Humanities Council. 

Board Member,  Bernhard Rausch affixed the signs to the 
posts while Volunteer Guardian, Cathy Matier and I installed 
the 11 signs in one day.  The City of Key West has a long  
history with Cuba and this exhibit is the only known           
collection of this size anywhere.  Through this grant  funding 
the story of the Cuban migrants’ ingenuity and determina-
tion that built these boats will be preserved for future    
generations.  The signs and the audio tour will help to      
inform visitors of how Cuban heritage is an important part 
of the history of Key West. 
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Membership can now be 
paid online via credit card.   

 
Don’t forget to renew;  

your membership & 
helps support the Garden  

so we can  
continue to GROW for  

another 80 years! 
 

You can also support the  
Garden by sponsoring our  

community events.   
The Garden needs and 

counts on you! 
  Contact staff@kwbgs.org 

  
 
 
 
 

5210 College Rd. 
Key West, FL 33040 

Open Daily 10am-4pm 
 

Holidays & Special Days 
Christmas Eve—Closing 1pm 

Christmas Day—Closed 
New Year’s Eve—Closing 1pm 

New Year’s—Closed 

BOTANICAL GARDEN EVENTS 2020  
Jan. 22 – Membership Appreciation Cocktail Party & Annual 
Meeting 
Jan. 18 – Native Plant Sale & Speaker Series: “State Tree Law 
affects Permitting & Mitigation, Karen             DeMaria, Key West 
Urban Forester 
Feb. 15 & 16 – GardenFest 2020 & Speaker Series: “Decline of 
Bird Population”, Robyn Mayer 
Feb. 27 – Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Mar. 13 – Olive’s Spirit 1st Anniversary Celebration & Silent Auc-
tion at Sidebar off Duval St. 
Mar. 21 – Native Plant Sale & Speaker Series: “Energy Ef iciency 
& Solar Solutions”, Allison Higgins, Key             West Sustainabil-
ity Coordinator 
Apr. 4 – Spring Migration Mania 
Apr 14 – Membership Appreciation Garden Tour & Luncheon 
Apr 18 – Native Plant Sale & Speaker Series:  “Advantages of Us-
ing Native Plants”, Michelle Leonard- Mularz, UF/IFAS, Monroe 
County Extension Service 
Apr 25, 26 – Earth Day/Arbor Day/Eco Fair – City of Key West 
Apr – July – Art in the Garden 
May 16 – Native Plant Sale & Speaker Series: “Monitoring Exotic 

Pests in Florida”, Jake Farnum, State of   Florida entomologist 

 


