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Hopefully, as we go into 2021, COVID 19 will be under
control and we can all return to normal. Do you remember
normal? Thanks to our dedicated staff, volunteers and
Board members, the Garden weathered the many
challenges of 2020.
This year, 2021, the Tropical Forest and Botanical
Garden is celebrating our 85TH anniversary. We had
planned for a Gala Celebration in February to coincide
with the actual first opening but have postponed the event
until the fall to hopefully be past the COVID 19 issues so
attendees will feel safe to enjoy the event. The Gala will
be a 1930’s themed event with time appropriate Trivia,
period costume judging and a great meal by The Iron
Chefs as well as live music.
As a non-profit, our operating budget depends on visitors,
memberships, the plant sales, donations, grants and hard
work by our volunteers who help us keep our maintenance
cost down. We do not receive funding from the City of Key
West or Monroe County. We are a self-supporting
organization. Your continued support is needed and
greatly appreciated. If you have an interest in volunteering
or becoming more active by becoming a Board member,
please contact me or other members of our Board, we are
always happy to see new faces at the Garden.

To all , Happy New Year and come out to visit the Garden
and enjoy a slice of nature as it used to be in the Keys
prior to development.
Ed Cunningham, Board President
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Thoughts FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
by Misha McRAE

Winter 2021
By Misha D. McRAE – Executive Director
Dear Friends of the Garden,
2021: YEA! Here’s hoping for the best the New Year can offer starting
with the Key West Botanical Garden’s 85th Anniversary this February
2021. Noted as the longest continuous running attraction over the past
8.5 decades, and in spite of development, storms and now a pandemic,
this Garden is still here and ever-growing. When considering the right
gifting of Wine/Diamond & Sapphire, wine maybe the best option after
last year. The 85th Anniversary Committee provided their time commitment over the past year to
create a fitting celebration and wisely chose to postpone the party until later. I will keep you posted.
As we all experienced, witnessed and survived 2020, we should give our remembrances and heartfelt sentiments to all those we lost. Please: Be Safe and Be Well. Safe social distancing is each of
our responsibility for the protection of us all.

The beckoning New Year heralds a list of much to do. After 6+ years of planning, fundraising and
postponement, the Botanical Garden Children’s Interactive Playground has broken ground and is
now headed toward completion! The Education Department reconfigured the ‘hands on’ STEM and
Florida Standard Based Program to a virtual platform with great success. Following suite, the
Speaker Series is now offered virtually. Not to be missed, the annual Membership Appreciation
Cocktail Party is on January 27th and will be held on site for those that can and virtually for those
who cannot. Be sure to (e)mail in your ballots by the deadline. The 2021 Board of Directors will be
announced and sworn into office. Then, for the 18th year, preparations are already in motion for the
annual GardenFest & Green Market Place on Saturday, February 20, 2021. Our signature event
promises a day of nature, plant sales, workshops, tours, art and the ever present beverages, food,
live music and fun. To complete the list, the students’ Art Mentor Workshop ‘Scarecrows in the
Forest’ was such a success last fall the program will be repeated for the spring Art in the Garden
(April) exhibit.
Kudos to Pat Borgens: the Garden’s Community Foundation of the Florida Keys Unsung Hero for
2020. Pat is in good company with past heroes that include Bob and Nancy Salvage, Audrey
Thompson, all the Irma volunteers, and Constance Miller to name a few. This past year, Pat so
generously provided her time completing incredible accomplishments through her volunteerism. While so many volunteers were quarantined due to pandemic concerns, Pat helped the
Garden through the summer and fall as a Garden Guardian with landscape maintenance projects. After making her way from the south side Nursery through the east (service drive & Desbiens
Pond) then north to the Western Loop, she ended up in my office to do the unthinkable: clear my
office of years of excess paperwork and filing. That deserves a Gold Star Award alone. Pat will be
honored via a virtual presentation sponsored by the Community Foundation of the Florida Keys on
February 5th at 12 Noon. Join us in recognizing Pat by attending via Online Zoom event access
Event URL: https://cffk.org/ then click the Zoom link the day of the presentation. Thank you Pat and
all the outstanding volunteers who have shared their passion and donated their time to help this
Garden Grow! Thank you.
Continued on next page
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Thoughts FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR cont.
by Misha McRAE
Continued
Staff and dedicated volunteers have kept busy with daily operations, maintenance of our plant
collection and facility requirements. With their dedication, the Garden’s Native Nursery continues its
function propagating native plants for the Garden and the community. With the Native Plant sales
on the 3rd Saturday of each month reinstated, the Nursery remains the center of horticulture
education, conservation and plants for sale to the community. Their combined efforts keep the
Garden open, a valuable community asset and a safe haven for the ‘Corona Virus Blues’. Go to
https://www.keywest.garden/become-a-volunteer/ to register to be a volunteer or reinstate your
interest.
Your contributions remain the lifeblood of this organization. Through your financial support, the
future of this unique habitat in the Lower Keys can be assured, allowed to continue growing and
represent the best of environmental protection in our region. Thank you to those who have made
their annual contribution. With the economic downturn, your support is more appreciated than
ever. I urge you to fill out your Annual Fund Pledge form, then mail, phone or go online https://
www.keywest.garden/make-a-donation-today/ and make your contribution today.
I also give thanks to each of you. It has been my honor to be a part of, represent, advocate, help
start and give witness to the changes and continued growth of the Key West Tropical Forest &
Botanical Garden. Through all the challenges, accomplishments and hardships, I know that it is
because of you the Garden continues to grow.
Remember: ‘Keep it green’ and best wishes for a great New Year. Please Be Safe and Be Well

Community Foundation of the Florida Keys
Key West Botanical Garden

Unsung Heroes by Year
2008 Dave Hubbard
2009 Micheline Barre
2010 Suzanne Bribik
2011 Susie Reutling
2012 Tricia Consiglio
2013 Lois Taylor
2014 Pat Ayers
Key West Botanical Garden Society

2015 Constance Miller
2016 Kathleen Nowaczyk
2017 All Volunteers (IRMA)
2018 Audrey Thompson
2019 Bob and Nancy Salvage
2020 Pat Borgens

January 2021

Page 3

K e y We s t T r o p i c a l Fo r e s t A n n o u n c e s “ S c a r e c r o w s i n
the Garden” Winners
Key West Tropical Forest Announces “Scarecrows in the Garden” Winners
Key West, Florida Keys – Winners have been announced for the 2020, 2nd annual, “Scarecrows in
the Garden” which were on display throughout The Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden
from October through December. 2020.
The winners in the ‘Business/Professional‘ and ‘School Age’ categories were selected by a panel of
judges:
Ed Cunningham, KWBGS President; Jacqueline Luhta, Iberia Bank and Kate Miano, The Gardens
Hotel & KWBGS member. The ‘Best in Show’ category was voted on by Garden visitors. All Scarecrows were made from recycled materials.
Special thanks for mentorship from our art teachers:
Crystal Smith – Key West Art & Historical Society Children’s Art Director & Key West Body Designs ;
Ashlie Hood – Horace O’Bryant School Art Teacher and
Tara Popick - Poinciana Elementary Art Teacher
Financial contributions to the student art mentor program were funded by Haley at the Cornelia T.
Bailey Foundation and Jacqueline Luhta at Iberia Bank .

School Age Category:
First Place Winner

Business Category:
$100

Stickman: Scary Sticks $100
Second Place Winner
Bob: Gr8 crEATion $50.00

First Place Winner:
“SAFEY FIRST FRED”
Kenna Construction

Third Place $25.00 and
-

The Winners

LIZA, THE LIONFISH $100.00

-

Olive, Casey and Kate McCarty
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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OUR EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY 2020
submitted by Joy Brown Taylor, KWBGS Education Chair
dedicated to:
Nicole Lam, our Education Manager
Kelcie Hall, our Education Assistant
and Robin Sarabia, former Education Manager
'Twas May 'midst the virus
When our Ed Group, without seam,
Said good bye to our Robin
and Nicole joined our team.
Virtual Summer exploded
With Summer Camp fun:
It grew and expanded
'Midst the long summer run.
Nicole/Kelcie added lessons for
Summer School to soar;
Painted rocks and hid them;
Joined Google Classroom and
more.

Gerald Adams
School 2nd Grade

The Girl Scouts were added:
Gold Medal badge indeed!
Species Spotlight was 'hot'
As a Facebook page feed.
The Companions returned,
A grant-sponsored success.
And major funding recurred
From the Feds' IMLS.

Along comes the fall
And our gals picked up steam:
Nicole Master Gardening and
The great duo as a team.

Montessori School

Nicole Story Time

They created new brochures for
Virtual Living Lab Use;
Grew their presence and resources
In Social Media let loose.
And NOW: great news!
The children return!
In small groups both in classroom
And our Garden to learn!
So hats off and KUDOS,
Kelcie and Nicole!
We're so proud of your progress
In our Education Role!

Key West Botanical Garden Society

Kelcie Species Spotlight
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Nursery Plant Clinic help with
wormvine vanilla orchid
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NURSERY
By Susie Reutling, Volunteer

Happenings at the Nursery
The Nursery in the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden is open
for sales the
3rd Saturday of each month, 9 am to 12pm.

Over 150 species of trees, shrugs, herbaceous plants and vines native to
The Florida Keys and parts of the Caribbean Basin are available.
Key West Botanical Society members receive a 15% discount.
Memberships available on site.
All proceeds directly benefit the Tropical Forest’s conservation program
Contact: Audrey Thompson, Docent /
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden
Private Sales are also available by appointment.
Please contact Mary Nelson at nursery@keywest.garden

For more information call 305-296-1504
Visit us at the Nursery to see our improvements. We encourage you to
come volunteer in the Nursery and/or in the Garden,
Wednesday and Saturday mornings, 9:00 AM to Noon.

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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G UA R D E N G UA R D I A N S
By Audrey Thompson
Once again I am amazed at how much the Garden grows during my 3 month
summer vacation. Covid-19 has presented its challenges, but our volunteers
have been able to keep coming into the Garden. Thank you to Marylou
Desmaris who did not leave this summer and was able to continue to care for
our Garden. And also to Pat Borgens who did a tremendous amount of work in
the heat clearing the area for the new playground as well as keeping invasive
plants from spreading, trimming and shaping trees and shrubs and keeping the
native Spanish needle Bidens alba, contained.

Courtyard featuring Dioon, Sable Palms and Epiphytes

We are sad to announce that Kathy Nowaczyk will no longer be tending the
Courtyard. She always kept it ready for the next wedding or birthday event with her
eye for detail. We will miss her greatly.
It has been fun to see all the bird watcher visitors throughout the Garden looking for
the Red Legged Thrasher. Preserving, enhancing, developing and maintaining this
Garden and its abundance of fruit offerings which attract a large variety of both native
and migratory birds fulfills a part of our mission statement. Installation of additional
plants is a part of this mission.
Although it may seem like there are plenty of plants already in the Garden, our
Collection Committee and Nursery Manager, Mary Nelson, continue to find additional
native species that are not currently in the collection. Some of these species are
developed through the EPAC (Endangered Plant Advisory Council) Grant.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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GARDEN GUARDIANS
By Audrey Thompson, arborist
For the year 2020, Garden Guardians installed 202 trees, shrubs, palms and
pereninials These plants total 30 caliper inches (for trees and shrubs) and 36 palm
feet. Among the palms installed were several Royal palms, Roystonia regia, along
College Road, which we did not have in our collection.

Bandana of the Everglades newly planted in Blue Butterfly Garden

There are 12 palms native to
Florda. Board member and
Garden Guardian volunteer
Dick Rezba, is looking to add
the last 4 native palms to
complete our collection.
Other new species installed
are: Privet senna, Senna
ligustrina along College
Road; Bandana of the
Everglades, Canna flaccida
in the Blue Butterfly Garden
and at Desbiens Pond;
Cape sable thoroughwort,
Chromaelana frustrata added
to both the Historic Butterfly
Garden and the Blue Butterfly
Garden and Caeselpinia
nepensis (a Cuban native)
installed in the Cuban Palm
Exhibit.

The Volunteer Garden Guardians
are the Guardians of the forest.
We meet every Wednesday and
Saturday morning from 9am to
Noon. Gardening is a great way
to reduce stress and get some exercise. Please join us for a few
hours whenever you can. Leave
the world, yourself and the Key
Newly Planted Royal Palm
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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GARDEN GUARDIANS
By Audrey Thompson, arborist

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021
Due to Covid-19 all events subject to change

Weekly: Yoga in the Garden – Tues, Thurs, Sat. 10am to 11:15am
Garden Guardians – Wed. & Sat. 9am – Noon
Monthly: Native Plant sale 3rd Saturday of the month
Speaker Series – Jan 18th thru May 15th: 3rd Saturday of the month
Gardenfest -Feb. 20, 2021 Saturday 10am to 4pm

Earth Day/Arbor Day Eco Fair
TBD
TBD— Lower Keys Fall Migration Mania

COVER PHOTO
Bird watchers from all over the world have been flocking’ to Key West
Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden to catch a glimpse of a RedLegged
Thrush, a bird seen only 3 times before in the United States. The first
sighting of this Red-legged Thrush (Turdus plumbeus rubripes/coryi) in
the Garden was on September 10th and it has been spotted daily since
then. As they are non-migratory, it is assumed that he/she was brought
here on the winds of one of the hurricanes that formed south of Cuba.
What a lucky guy to land in a place that must seem very much like
home!
Word of the sighting spread through online messaging and the birding
website eBird. Within a couple of days birders were waiting for the
gates to open at 10a.m. Its appearance is highly variable across its
range but throughout is unique in its blue-tinged gray plumage
combined with bright orange-red legs and eye ring.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Notes and Announcements

Membership can now be paid
online via credit card.
Don’t forget to renew; your
membership &helps support
the Garden so we can continue
to GROW for another 80 years!

Yoga Key West
Yoga is held on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays

From 10am to 11:15AM

You can also support the
Garden by sponsoring our
community events.
The Garden needs and counts
on you!
Contact staff at:
kwbgs@keywest.garden
For more information

Prices for Yoga are:
$15.00 drop in
$125 for a group of 1 (members can have a group of 11)
Yoga fees support the Garden and include all day admission
to the Garden. Go to www.yogakeywest.org to register by
credit card, or mail a check to Monica Haskell, 2819 Harris
Avenue, Key West Fl. 33040.

Please make checks out to Monica Haskell.
call 305-304-5635 or email

Questions—

monica@yogakeywest.org .

Forest Bathing in your

Garden Information

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden

5210 College Rd.
Key West, FL 33040
Open Daily 10am-4pm

No, you can’t swim in the three freshwater ponds in the Garden but
you can enjoy the benefits of Shinrin yoku, a Japanese practice
developed in the 1980’s, known as Forest Bathing. The mood
boosting feeling of rejuvenation that many people feel while
spending time in nature is a recognized outcome of relaxing walks
that can be calming and restorative.
While on unhurried walks under our forest canopy, let the tropical
forest in by savoring the sounds, smells, and sights of nature.
Although Hurricane Irma damaged much of our canopy, the
Garden’s canopy has made remarkable recovery. Try a leisurely
walk on the paths in the Western Loop. Or if you are feeling more
adventuresome, walk the Hammock Trail. Be sure to wear good
walking shoes because of the many exposed roots on the trail.

Holidays & Special Days
Christmas Eve—Closing 1pm
Christmas Day—Closed
New Year’s Eve—Closing 1pm
New Year’s—Closed
Independence Day—Closed

Recognized health benefits of Forest Bathing;
Reduces your stress

Accelerates your recovery from illness

Frees up your creativity

Boosts your immune system

Reduces high blood pressure Improves your mood

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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