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by Ed Cunningham
LOOKING BACK – LOOKING FORWARD

Although Covid-19 remains a challenge, the
Garden staff and board of directors have
gained a new and stronger footing on how
we operate within those challenges and,
indeed, move forward with new projects.
The beginning of a new year is a good time
to review 2021 and look forward to 2022.
2021: A productive year despite the challenges
•

Slowly transitioned from virtual meetings to in-person
meetings

•

Attendance and membership increased throughout the
year

•

Major computer/database crash requiring a new system
(still in progress)

•

Our playground finally completed and being enjoyed
every day.

•

FEMA’s Hurricane IRMA payments via State of Florida
to the Garden finally completed (Thanks Misha)

•

A successful Scarecrows in the Forest. We hope to see
this grow in 2022

•

Our 85TH Gala Anniversary Celebration postponed due
to Covid (look for a celebration in the future)

2022: Our “wish list” for the coming year
•

Pave our significantly degraded entrance driveway (fund
raiser to accomplish) ASAP

•

Work with City of Key West on grants to fund activities
at the Garden

•

Implement a long-term lease with the City vs. the
current 10-year lease so we qualify for access to larger
grants

•

Develop and purchase a data management system for
the Garden to archive our huge historical files and better
manage membership and expenses.

•

Expand WIFI to entire Garden and add security cameras

•

Continue to expand our education outreach

•

Repair/replace wooden fence at entrance.
We have challenges ahead of us and with member
support we can overcome them successfully.
May you have a safe and healthy New Year.

See you at the Garden.
Winter 2022
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
Misha McRAE
Dear Friends of the Garden,
I offer to you best wishes for a Happy and Green New Year. Looking back on 2021, the
Garden's 85th Anniversary, we've weathered many trials and tribulations. The year was
more difficult for some than others, but we overcame and strived through with compassion
finding its way in all of us. As we all experienced, witnessed and survived 2021, we should
give our remembrances and heart-felt sentiments to all those we lost. One way to celebrate
one's memory is through the Garden's Tree Tribute Program; adopt and dedicate a tree in
your loved one's name.
All through the ongoing pandemic, we've managed to adopt the new normal. Safe Social Distancing isn't as
formidable as before. For some like me, a face mask is the latest wardrobe basic. The tropical forest &
botanical garden also experienced the effects. Loss of revenue from signature Garden events has been met
with increased visibility and visitation. Economic hardships through donations and have been met by a great
Grant Writing Committee with new grant awards. Global warming weather changes were countered by new
plant life throughout the Garden. The fall migration species census reports wildlife visitation, like public admission, numbers are up. After 7+ years of planning, fundraising and postponement, the Botanical Garden
Children’s Interactive Playground has been completed and brings interactive fun to local children via education programs, your membership and visitors alike. The Education Department's reconfigured hybrid hands
on STEM and Florida Standard Based Program and virtual platform continues to grow with returning class
field trips and virtual programming. The Membership Appreciation tour and luncheon provided affirmation of
support and relevance of our mission to preserve, develop, expand and maintain the historic Key West
Botanical Garden as an arboretum, botanical garden, wildlife refuge and education center showcasing flora
that are native to South Florida, Cuba, and the Caribbean. The Snowy Sunday Children's Concert featuring
the music of Mateo brought a fresh new dynamic to the Garden; the gift of music and joy of children.
Mark your calendars for the annual Membership Appreciation Cocktail Party on January 26, 2022 held at the
historic Garden for those that can attend and virtually for those who cannot. The 2022 Board of Directors will
be announced and sworn into office. Like the seasons, the Garden and our world, the Board of Directors go
through transitions. Board Members are being recruited for the new term. Express your interest on how
you can contribute your time by calling me at (305) 296-1504 for more information.
Staff and dedicated volunteers have kept busy with daily operations, maintenance of our plant collection of
over 529 plant species and facility maintenance. With their dedication, the Garden’s Native Nursery continues
its role propagating native plants for the Garden and the community. The Nursery remains the center of
horticulture education, conservation and native plants for the community. Their combined efforts keep the
Garden open, a valuable community asset and a safe haven for the ‘Corona Virus Blues’.
Your contributions remain the lifeblood of this organization, what has kept the Garden growing. Through your
financial support, the future of this unique habitat in the Lower Keys can be assured that represents the best
of environmental protection in our region. Thank you to those who have made their annual contribution. With
the economic downturn, your support is more appreciated than ever. I urge you to fill out your Annual Fund
Pledge form, then mail, phone or go online https:// www.keywest.garden/make-a-donation-today/ and make
your contribution today.
Finally, I give thanks to each of you. Since 1997, it has been my honor to grow with, represent, advocate, initiate, contribute and give witness to the changes and continued growth of the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden. Throughout all the challenges, accomplishments and hardships, I know that it is because of
you the Garden continues to grow.
Remember: ‘Keep it green’ and best wishes for a great New Year. Please Be Safe and Be Well.
Go to https://www.keywest.garden/become-a-volunteer/
to register to be a volunteer or reinstate your interest.

Sincerely,
Mr. Misha D. McRAE, Executive Director
Key West Botanical Garden Society
(305) 296-1501 ofc., (305) 363-9828 mbl., (305) 296-2242 Fax
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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EPAC PROGRAM UPDATE
By Susie Reutling

EPAC Program Update
by Susan Reutling

Our proposals for grants from the Florida Endangered Plant Advisory Council, one of the advisory
units for Florida’s Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, state that our project, our
program is “An Integrated Plan for the Conservation of Endangered Plant Species in the Florida
Keys”. While we work with 24 specified species for EPAC we also propagate and care for another
38 threatened and endangered species in our nursery.
Our grant funds are directed to propagation and care of native flora considered endangered and
threatened by the state, as well as reintroduction and monitoring of the species. Education and
outreach are also integral parts of our program. Propagation of these rare, some subtropical or
tropical, plants are a challenge as there is little known about their reproduction. Failed efforts, follow
up research and repeat attempts have led to some successes and some fails along with surprises.
The team is a stubborn crew and will keep at it. We have created seed trials for several species that
are difficult to grow using varied treatments, techniques, temperatures, and soil mixes. Updates with
hopeful success will follow; these plants are too important to lose. Know what “endangered” means?
“Endangered plants” means species of plants native to Florida that are in imminent danger of
extinction within the state, the survival of which is unlikely if the causes of a decline in the number
of plants continue, and includes all species listed as endangered or threatened by the state of
Florida Rule 5B-40 or endangered or threatened by the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended. ”.

How do plants become endangered?
Loss of habitat due to destruction and development, competition by non-native and invasive plants,
non-native pests bringing in disease, sea level rise, and weather/climate events.
Our biologist, mentor, and incomparable native plant enthusiast traveled to Key West in November
and gave a presentation, along with team
members Mary
Nelson, Michelle Leonard-Mularz, and
Susie Reutling, to members of the board,
staff, and docents. Including information
such as EPAC history, the KWTF&BG
program history, plant and propagation
information, a tour of EPAC plants in the
Garden was led by Audrey Thompson.
Further sites were visited by some,
including the Key West Cemetery, the
Native Wildflower Garden at the Gato
Building, and future site for EPAC plants at the Montessori School. We missed our other team
member, Mary Chandler and look forward to seeing her in the new year.
We’re exploring the idea of creating a sensory garden in coordination with
Monroe County at a site in the future. Do you have ideas for outplanting our
threatened and endangered species?
We are looking at other community outreach opportunities.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Members Invited

MEMBERS INVITED!
BRING IN THE NEW YEAR
AT THE KWBGS

ANNUAL COCKTAIL PARTY &
MEETING
Wednesday, January 26th
The Board of Directors of the Key West Botanical
Garden Society invite you to the Society’s annual
meeting. Enjoy beverages, cocktails and appetizers.
Meet your board, staff and garden members.
Find out what has been accomplished in the Garden in
the past year and what plans are being made for 2022
and beyond.
New Board members and officers will be elected.
And…of course there will be dessert!

We hope to have many new members to greet as
well as seeing our long standing members.

If you can’t attend in person
the event will be available via zoom.
Contact Misha-mmcrae@keywest.garden
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Seeking Board Members

Hey Garden Members! Would you like to be more active in planning the
direction of how the Garden Grows? Our Board would welcome you in whatever
field your interests may lie. You do not have to have a green thumb or know
anything about plants to add your ideas and expertise to the success of our
Mission.

The Board of Directors are responsible for providing strategic planning. We
set priorities, focus energy and resources, and guide our Organization on what it
is, whom we serve, what we do and why we do it. We meet once a month on
the 4th Wednesday in person or via zoom and have a Board Retreat day in the
spring to revise our Strategic Plan (which is always for 5 years forward).

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Key West Botanical Garden Society
Fund Raising & Event Calendar 2021-2022

KEY WEST BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY
FUNDRAISING & EVENT CALENDAR 2021-2022
Some events subject to change due to Covid-19 restrictions
2022
Weekly:

Yoga in the Garden – Tues, Thurs, Sat. 10am to 11:15am
Garden Guardians – Wed. & Sat. 9am – Noon

Story Time in the Courtyard on Tuesday morning
Species Spotlight – Garden’s Facebook Page

Monthly:

Native Plant sale 3rd Saturday of the month – 9am-Noon
Board of Directors Meeting – 4th Wednesday of the month-

4:30pm
Speaker Series –January thru May. 3rd Saturday of the

month

***************
January 26
7pm

Annual Member Cocktail Party & Meeting, Wednesday 5-

February 23

Volunteer Appreciation Party, Wednesday 5-7pm

March 5

Gardenfest-Saturday

March 20

Mateo In Concert-Sunday

March 27

Member Appreciation Docent Tour & LuncheonSunday 10:30am

Apr. 9

Spring Migration Mania & Great Egg hunt

April 15-Aug 31

Art in the Garden

Apr. 22/23

Earth Day/Arbor Day Eco Fair - TBD

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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New Faces at the Garden
by Joy Taylor, VP/HR Rep

First, as you enter, meet BRIAN NOLAN! He is our Visitor
Center GREETER Sunday-Monday-Tuesday weekly.
Brian grew up in both city (north) and shore (lagoon) New Jersey
towns. The shore part was one of the prominent tourist towns
and he learned to love and assist those visitors with a smile and
a story to share! When he decided to return to Key West 6
months ago and then applied for this position with us, he did so
because "I knew this was a good, perfect fit for me." We agree!
Brian volunteered with us during one of his prior 'stints' in Key
West and was totally consumed by the delightful environment of
our Garden. He says: "I feel myself come down about 80mph
when entering any botanical garden--" and this from a Jersey
boy! Brian Nolan describes Key West as " a small island in the
middle of nowhere with a million things to do." Welcome!

Master Gardener EMILY SMITH is
our new Nursery Assistant and an
equally welcomed addition to the
Garden team! Like Brian, she
has moved in and out of the
Keys. This is her third time here-or, as I reminded her, "third time
tells!
Emily is a multi-talented addition to
our Nursery staff. A Masters in
Montessori-trained Educator, Emily
is passionate about both working in
nature and being part of something
that fulfills community needs. She
said "it is important to me to do
something purposeful," and we
have already seen that positivity
reflected in our Nursery. It is Emily
who added sign-up sheets for
members and visitors who frequent
our monthly sales--asking if they are
willing and able to participate as we
expand our EPAC plantings to
include community gardens,
furthering our mission of spreading
native plantings.
When asked, Emily Smith said her gardening passion can be traced to both her mother and
grandfather who were avid gardeners. When she has free time in Key West? Look for her diving,
line or salsa dancing, riding a bike, kayaking--in short, "enjoying all Key West has to offer!
Welcome!
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Garden Guardian Activity
By Audrey Thompson
“I think I cannot preserve my health and spirits unless I spend four hours a day at
least—and it is commonly more than that—sauntering through the woods and fields
absolutely free from all worldly engagements”. Henry David Thoreau

Happy New Year to all of our members and friends. It looks like Covid
is not going away any time soon but following Thoreau’s advice and
spending time in our beautiful Botanical Garden may help us all to
preserve our own health and spirits. I admit to spending at least 10
hours a week along with the rest of our great team of Garden
Guardian volunteers helping to restore and maintain this little slice of
paradise. One of our latest attempts at restoration is the planting of a
Gray Nicker, Caesalpinia bonduc along the College Road fence
outside the parking lot. It is the larval host plant for the Miami Blue
and Nickerbean Blue Butterflies and should be in our Blue Butterfly
Garden. Previous attempts at growing it in the Blue Butterfly Garden
were destroyed by Iguanas. We are hoping that the location on
College Road with pedestrian and auto traffic will help to keep the
Iguanas away. Only time will tell. The Miami Blue Butterfly has been
virtually extirpated from the Keys because of this plant being destroyed.
Speaking of Butterflies – A few days ago, I was fortunate to see Zebra Longwing butterflies laying
eggs on the leaves of the Corkystem passionflower, Passiflora suberosa. It is the larval host
plant of not only the Zebra Longwing but also the Gulf Fritillary and Julia butterflies. The tiny
yellow dots in the photo are the eggs. If you want butterflies in your garden you must have the
host plants for them to lay their eggs. Our native plant nursery has all of these plants available for
your purchase at our monthly plant sale on the third Saturday of each month from 9am – Noon.
Welcome back Snowbirds! Our volunteer Guardians Cathy Matier, Marylou Desmaris, Dick
Rezba and Terry & Lew Mumford. Bob and Nancy Salvage will be arriving in Janary. Our faithful
summer volunteers, Pat Borgens and Carol Moriarity, deserve a big Hoorah! for keeping the
Garden from becoming a jungle and continuing to remove those invasive plants like Brazilian
jasmine, Brazilian pepper and Morning glory that try to take over our native habitat. With plenty of
rain over the summer everything has grown a lot. In the coming months volunteers will
concentrate on trimming some trees and shrubs that have spread into the
trails and boardwalks, installing more plants propagated in our nursery and
caring for the nursery plants by propagation, weeding and transplanting
seedlings into pots.
I owe a big thank you to Cathy Matier who helped me trim the Sweet
Acacia or Porknut, Acacia macracantha. Despite its sharp 1” thorns, the
Acacia is a beautiful tree with bright yellow round flowers but those
thorns make trimming a challenge. The branches had spread out into the
terrace at the pond and up into the strings of lights. With weddings and
other events scheduled to take place on the terrace it was in need of a
“haircut”.
Come join our team of volunteers anytime on Wednesday or Saturday
mornings. You never know what kind of Mother Nature’s wonders you will
discover.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Docent Guided Tours at the Garden

DOCENT GUIDED TOURS AT THE GARDEN
Our docents, Dick Rezba,
Marylou Desmaris and Audrey
Thompson have welcomed two
groups to the Garden in
December. The first was a
Membership Appreciation Tour
& Luncheon. Twenty-six
members signed up to tour the
Garden and enjoy a freshly
prepared lunch by Carol
Rezba. which went through all
the unique areas of the
Garden. Marylou is the
resident historian and Dick has
all the information about our
native palms. Call the office,
305-296-1504 to schedule a
tour.
Information about are native plant collection, legacy trees still standing from the when the Garden
was created in 1936 as well as the unwelcome invasive plants was part of the tour.
There is another
Membership Appreciation
Tour & Luncheon
scheduled for March 27th
at 10:30 am. Email
invitations will be sent out
several weeks before the
event.
The Road Scholars
Group came again for
their annual visit. There
were 17 people in the
group who enjoyed their
tour around the Garden
asking questions about
everything from rainfall to
the native Poisonwood
tree.
Please remember that you
can arrange a docent
guided tour for you and your
guests if times are
available.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Nursery Plant Sales
The Nursery in the Garden is open for plant sales on the
3rd Saturday of every month – 9 am to 12 pm
Plant Sales are also available by appointment. Please contact Mary Nelson at
nursery@keywest.garden .
Over 150 species of trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants and vines native to The Florida Keys and
parts of the Caribbean Basin are available. Key West Botanical Society members receive a
15% discount. Memberships are available on site.

Visit us at the Nursery to see our improvements and we encourage you to
come volunteer in the Nursery and/or in the Garden every Wednesday &
Saturday mornings 9am to 12pm

GARDENFEST 2022 IS COMING!
Save the Date!

March 5

th

We are looking forward to another great Gardenfest in 2022.
Booth reservations are being made now for:
Arts & Crafts Vendors
Plant Vendors
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Winter Native Nursery Notes
By Susie Reutling

Susie Reutling

Mary Nelson

The Native Nursery is happy to announce a new employee joined the team in October. Emily Smith,
who will be assisting Nursery Manager, Mary Nelson, has a background in education, is versed in
wildlife care and is a Florida Master Gardener.
he team has been busy. Mary has been extra busy with the educational and outreach parts of the
Nursery program. Her WBLE, Work Based Learning Experience, students have created an
Ornamental Grass Display Garden. With Mary’s assistance, the students have designed the garden,
decided upon appropriate plants, did site preparation, and plant installation, all the while learning and
understanding the tools and mechanics of the project. Stop by and see it; a job well done indeed.
Emily has been learning about our native plants and about their
care while training with Mary in propagation, accessioning and
data entry. Using her skills, she has also been able to organize
some areas which will add to Nursery productivity. Remotely,
Susie has been creating training materials and researching
propagation techniques for subtropical and tropical plants.
Outreach and community education has been at the forefront as
well. Plants have been donated to the National Key Deer
Refuge Nature Center on Big Pine Key. Wild sage, Keys
ageratum, Yellowtops and Yucatan flymallow will brighten up the
new building grounds and make native pollinators happy.
We are working on providing a newsletter for our Native Nursery
sales customers. It is in its infant stages but will have plant
information and tips and tricks for plantings, pollinators, and
landscapes. Let us know if you have interest in receiving it by email. We’re also adding an EPAC
Program portion to this newsletter. We feel the program is of importance and needs to have its own
framework for sharing information and advancements.
Our very own Mary Nelson, owner
of Mermaid Landscaping is going to
be a star, well her plants will. Mary
will be part of a production of “Flip
My Florida Yard”, which is a
program created by the combined
efforts of University of Florida and
Extension, Florida Friendly Landscape Program, and Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
In January filming will start on a
location up the Keys, with the focus
on drought tolerant plants and water
saving techniques
Come see us, better yet join us.
This is literally a growing operation.
The Nursery is open every 3 Saturday and by appointment. Inventory can be found on our website.
or appointments, please contact Mary at www.nursery@keywest.garden.
rd

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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We Love Dogs at the Garden

WE LOVE DOGS AT THE GARDEN AND
THEY LOVE THE GARDEN
Dogs on a leash are always
welcome at the Garden. With 15
acres of Boardwalk and Mulched
Trails we have the perfect
environment for dogs to find new
smells, roll in the grass and get a
good long walk through the

woods. Membership has its perks as
you can bring your dog as often as
you like with no charge. They might
even get a treat from either Donna or
Brian in the Visitor Center and there
is always a bowl of water to drink.

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Propagating more then plants
By Nicole Lam
Our mission states “the [Garden] Society shall also provide
educational programs for all age groups and various levels of interest.” The key words here being “for all.” While we have successfully expanded our educational field trips inviting levels K through 7th
grade to the
Garden, we
also pride ourselves on being
inclusive “for all.”
Not only are
our field trip
experiences
free of charge
to all students, which is
Kaylee assisting 4th & 5th grade ESE important
“Rockin’ around the [tropical] Christmas Tree!”
students to build a butterfly feeder
considering the majority of our local students are considered “at-risk” being
financially disadvantaged, we also invite students with different
abilities to the Garden to experience our true living and growing lab.
We were fortunate enough to host local Gerald Adams teacher, Ms.
Christine Shanle’s class this past month, composed of 15 4th and
5th grade exceptional student education (ESE) students. The students were engaged in a variety of garden science activities including the Florida
State Standards for
education on sorting garden specimens, a scavenger
hunt in search of
pollinators, learning about butterflies’ food sources,
a butterfly life cycle activity, and concluding with a pollination relay race activity.
We look forward to continuing to be an inclusive, educational
experience “for all” because here in the Garden, we are propagating
much more than plants!
Can we still call ourselves the only frost free Garden in the continental United States after our
Children’s Winter Concert on December 19th? It sure was a snowy (snow cone) Sunday! Our first Children’s
Winter Concert was a huge success. Local musician, Mateo Jampol, played some wonderful tunes for the kids
to get everyone in the holiday spirit followed by making nature ornaments from native trees, enjoying some
delicious baked goods, and of course lots of snow cones.
Key West Botanical Garden Society
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Notes and Announcements
Membership can now be paid
online via credit card.
Don’t forget to renew; your
membership &helps support
the Garden so we can continue
to GROW for another 80 years!

Yoga Key West
Yoga is held on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays
From 10am to 11:15AM

You can also support the
Garden by sponsoring our
community events.
The Garden needs and counts
on you!
Contact staff at:
kwbgs@keywest.garden
For more information

Prices for Yoga are:

$15.00 drop in
$125 for a group of 1 (members can have a group of 11)
Yoga fees support the Garden and include all day admission
to the Garden. Go to www.yogakeywest.org to register by
credit card, or mail a check to Monica Haskell, 2819 Harris
Avenue, Key West Fl. 33040.

Please make checks out to Monica Haskell.
Questions— call 305-304-5635 or email

monica@yogakeywest.org .

Forest Bathing in your

Garden Information

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden

5210 College Rd.
Key West, FL 33040
Open Daily 10am-4pm

No, you can’t swim in the three freshwater ponds in the Garden but
you can enjoy the benefits of Shinrin yoku, a Japanese practice
developed in the 1980’s, known as Forest Bathing. The mood
boosting feeling of rejuvenation that many people feel while
spending time in nature is a recognized outcome of relaxing walks
that can be calming and restorative.
While on unhurried walks under our forest canopy, let the tropical
forest in by savoring the sounds, smells, and sights of nature.
Although Hurricane Irma damaged much of our canopy, the
Garden’s canopy has made remarkable recovery. Try a leisurely
walk on the paths in the Western Loop. Or if you are feeling more
adventuresome, walk the Hammock Trail. Be sure to wear good
walking shoes because of the many exposed roots on the trail.

Holidays & Special Days
Christmas Eve—Closing 1pm
Christmas Day—Closed
New Year’s Eve—Closing 1pm
New Year’s—Closed
Independence Day—Closed

Recognized health benefits of Forest Bathing;
Reduces your stress

Accelerates your recovery from illness

Frees up your creativity

Boosts your immune system

Reduces high blood pressure Improves your mood

Key West Botanical Garden Society
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