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The Native Nursery propagates native species for the garden, for restoration projects, and for sale to the public.  

Volunteerism is a great way to learn about native plants as well as helping us propagate and care for them.   

Join us at the Nursery Saturday Mornings, 9 AM to Noon. 

Let’s not forget our feathered 
friends! 
 

We concentrate on attracting 

butterflies, but what about 

birds? Birds are an important 

part of our ecosystem; they are 

pollinators, propagators as they 

disperse seed (and fertilize at the 

same time), create nests that are 

habitat for themselves and other 

creatures, aerate soil, eat insects 

and act as environmental indica-

tors. As important, they satisfy 

the human soul with color, 

shape, sound and motion; their 

flight inspires our imagination 

and gives us a sense of freedom.  

Add plants to your landscape 
that provide food and shelter for 
our year-round residents and for 
fly-by migration; they will come. 

 

 

Pollinator Week; Wings of Life, June 20th—June 26th                                                           

Birds, bats, bees, butterflies, beetles, and other small mammals 
that pollinate plants are responsible for bringing us one out of  
every three bites of food. They also sustain our ecosystems and 
produce our natural resources by helping plants reproduce.  

     

    www.pollinator.org 



Florida privet,                        
Forestiera segregata 

A fast growing tall shrub or a 
small tree, Florida privet is a great 
native plant to use in your  

 

It Happens to Us All 

landscape and, as it is wind and salt-
tolerant, is perfect for our island 
homes. Growing in full sun or part 
shade, it can be grown as a speci-
men plant or even as a hedge. 

The fragrant flowers are pollinated 
by bees and the attractive purple-
blue drupes are enjoyed by fruit-
eating birds, notably vireos and war-
blers.  

The plant is dioecious with male and 
female flowers on different plants. 
Pretty much pest and   disease free. 
A great plant indeed.   
 

More information at:  

www.flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-forestiera-

segregata/ 

www.regionalconservation.org/beta/nfyn/PD_PFrie

ndly.asp?tx=Foresegr 



Hurricanes and Your Landscape 

Assessment and Decision Recovery 

“Pick it up” for preparation and “clean 
it up and put everything back” after 
isn’t a plan. 
 

Planning for disaster is not enough; it 

is only the first step. Actual prepara-

tion is what is needed to come 

through a weather event with the 

least amount of damage. 

Standard preparation should include: 

• Check your yard for “loose” items; 

anything that could become a 

“missile” in high winds 

• Store lawn furniture, grills, potted 

plants, hanging baskets and so 

on in a sheltered area 

• “Anchor” items that cannot be 

moved 

• Turn off your irrigation system 

• Detach the rainspout from your 

rainbarrel and cover the in-

let/screen to avoid saline contam-

ination of your stored water 

• Prune branches that are dead, 

hanging, or touching house walls 

of roofs. Remove debris from the 

property prior to storm activity 

• Hire a certified arborist for large 

tree limb pruning or removal  

• Clean the gutters 

• Place sensitive items that can be 

damaged by high wind or salt 

water inside your home  

Safety is primary both for yourself, 

your neighbors and your property. 
 

Hire a Certified Arborist, 

www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist 

Enter your property carefully as 

powerlines, fallen debris and 

damaged branches in the canopy 

may create unsafe conditions.  

Take notes and photos to assess 

damage both to property and 

plant material. The first decisions 

will be to prioritize what needs to 

be done and in what order. 

Plant material that is likely to re-

ceive and cause damage in our 

landscapes are our trees. An ar-

borist will be needed to confirm 

and for restoration and/or remov-

al if damage is severe.  

Some common things to look for 

that could be cause for removal:  

• > 50% rootball is uprooted 

• Major roots are severed 

• Mounding or soil cracks at 

rootball 

• > 50% canopy branches are 

broken 

• Large limb bark inclusion 

breaks 

• Broken, split, cracked trunk 

• Tree twisted or bent 
 

Decision dictates include: 

• Is it a priority tree 

• Trees 16 years and older are 

not likely to survive if uprooted 

• Trunk diameter >24” not likely 

to survive if uprooted 
 

A good resource is the following 

UF/IFAS document: 

Assessing Damage and Restoring 

Trees After a Hurricane 

www.miamidade.gov/environment/l

ibrary/reports/trees-damage-

assess.pdf 

              Reutling, 2022 

Safety first! Check with local govern-

ment regarding electric, water, sewer 

issues or restrictions, and the appro-

priate dump site for debris.  

Teamwork will aid many if not most in 

the community. Team up with a family 

member, friend, or neighbor for ardu-

ous jobs or when climbing is neces-

sary, or hire professionals as needed. 

• Stay hydrated 

• Wear protective clothing and gear 

• Pace yourself 

• Rinse sensitive materials, plants 

and the surrounding soil if saturat-

ed with salt or flooded 

• If replacing plant material consider 

using Florida Friendly plants which 

acclimate to our environmental 

conditions 

Now is the time to consider if changes 

are wanted or needed in your land-

scape. It’s also an opportunity to plan 

for the next weather event, to be pro-

active in adapting to our changing cli-

mate and weather patterns.  

Restoring Trees After a Hurricane, https://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf%5CEP%
5CEP30000.pdf  
 

Hurricane-Damaged Palms in the Land-
scape: Care After the Storm, 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP465  

Preparation and Recovery, Hurricanes and 
Windstorms for Tropical Fruit Trees in the 
South Florida Home Landscape, 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/HS322  

Hurricane Landscaping, 
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/care/
weather/hurricane-landscaping.html 

Clean Up Safely After a Disaster, 
www.cdc.gov/disasters/cleanup/facts.html 

Florida Friendly Landscaping Program, 
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/ffl-and-you/home-
landscapes/     

Florida Friendly Plant Guide, 
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/apps/plant-
guide/ 

Planning and Preparation 
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KWTF&BG 

5210 College Road 

Key West, Florida 33040 

KWTF&BG is on the Web         
www.keywest.garden 

Cuban Golden (Yellow) Warbler 
 

This West Indian subspecies of the 
Yellow Warbler breeds in mangrove 
forests in the Keys and Everglades 
National Park.  

 Photo: Larry Manfredi/Tropical 
Audubon Society. 

Phone: 305-296-1504 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: info@keywest.garden 

The Native Nursery at KWTF&BG 

The society preserves, develops, expands and 

maintains the historic Key West Botanical    

Garden as an arboretum, botanical garden, 

wildlife refuge and education center. The land  

is owned by the City of Key West. 

The Native Nursery propagates native species 

for the garden, for restoration projects, and for 

sale to the public.  

Helpful Websites: 

Gardening Solutions, UF?IFAS  https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

Natives for Your Neighborhood  https://www.regionalconservation.org/bea/nfyn/default.asp 

Florida Friendly Landscaping   https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/ffl-and-you/home-landscapes/ 

Florida Wildflower Foundation   https://www.flawildflowers.org/ 


