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  The Native Nursery propagates native species for the KWTF&BG garden, for restoration projects, and for sales.  

Volunteerism is a great way to learn about native plants as well as helping us propagate and care for them.  

Join us at the Nursery Saturday Mornings, 9 AM to Noon. 

Sage Advice—Plant for 
Pollinators! 

Guess what we have? A native 
Sage! Lantana involucrata,  
known as Wild sage or 
Buttonsage, isn’t typically consid-
ered culinary, though it smells 
like it could be when you rub the 
leaves between your fingertips.  
In the Verbena family it is, how-
ever, a feast for bee and moth 
pollinators, birds, and butterflies. 

Fairly fast growing, the perennial 

shrub is typically 4 to 8 feet tall, 

almost as broad, with a woody, 

branching structure that tolerates 

high winds. The small leaves are a 

light green, mostly oval with a 

rough texture, with lightly 

toothed margins (edges).  

The shrub is in bloom and fruit 

throughout the year making it an 

excellent food source for our 

birds and a nectar source for our 

pollinators and butterflies. Both 

flower and fruit are attractive as 

well. The small fragrant flowers, 

white with a yellow throat, clus-

ter together, maturing to a purple 

drupe containing a single seed. 

“Bartram's scrub-hairstreak, cas-

sius blue, Dorantes longtail, Florida 

duskywing, Florida white, giant 

swallowtail, great southern white, 

gulf fritillary, hammock skipper, 

julia, large orange sulphur, long-

tailed skipper, martial scrub-

hairstreak, Miami blue, red-

banded hairstreak, Schaus' swal-

lowtail, zestos skipper and 

more.” (IRC) 

https://www.regionalconservation.org

/beta/nfyn/PD_PFriendly.asp?tx=Lanti

nvo 

https://www.fnps.org/plant/lantana-

involucrata 

Photo Credit: irrecenhort.ifas.ufl.edu 

Found growing naturally on coastal 

dunes, at hammock edges, and in 
open  pine rocklands, the plant 

grows best in full sun but does 

tolerate a small, minimal amount of 

shade. 

The plant, like most of our natives 

grows in well-draining, sandy soils. 

Both drought tolerant and tolerant 

of windborne salt the plant does not 

do well with long-term flooding. 

There is some tolerance to short 

term salty, brackish inundation 

(storm surge).   

Wild sage is a great plant for our 

yards and as a food source for our 

pollinators, birds, and butterflies,  

including  “Bahamian swallowtail,  
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Did you know Florida has approximately 315 native bee species? 

It is known that at least 149 of the species are in decline. 

“According to the USDA, bees of all sorts pollinate approximately 75 

percent of the fruits, nuts and vegetables grown in the United 

States, and one out of every four bites of food people take is courte-

sy of bee pollination.” 

https://www.usgs.gov/news/featured-story/buzz-native-bees 

“These bees rely on flowers for survival; their diets consist     

exclusively of pollen and nectar harvested from flowers. Recently 

reported declines in some bee species have heightened awareness 

of bee conservation…Gardeners and land managers can aid in  

conservation efforts by planting flowers for bees in home or commu-

nity gardens. ”   

Attracting Native Bees to Your Florida Landscape, 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/in1255 

And very few native bees sting – really! Native bees are solitary and 

not aggressive. Not forming communities mean they are neither 

territorial nor protective of the hive … they don’t have one. They are 

typically ground nesters or tunnel in narrow cavities such as dried 

stems. They are excellent pollinators as they carry more pollen back 

to their nest than honeybees.  
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Watch out! Falling Fuzzy Caterpillars. 

Word has it that some folks have caterpillars hanging from 

trees, on the pavement, and most everywhere. Likely one of 

the Tussock moth species, the caterpillars can have quite a 

variation in appearance. They all have hair like bristles and tufts can often be seen on the back. The most common colors are 

light grey, dark grey, and yellow, sometimes with orange spots, sometimes with black stripes, and so on. Like many fuzzy/hairy 

caterpillars, don’t touch. The hairs from the tufts and the cocoons contain a toxin that causes an itchy dermatitis which sub-

sides in a day or two.  

They will mature and be gone soon. There are also “good” guys out there, parasitoid insects, that prey on the larvae. The lar-

vae also make a good meal for our feathered friends. Don’t use pesticides—you want the “good” guys. 

Just don’t touch! 

https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/urban/medical/tussock_moths.htm   SR 
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KWTF&BG 

5210 College Road 

Key West, Florida 33040 

KWTF&BG is on the Web  
www.keywest.garden

Phone: 305-296-1504 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: info@keywest.garden 

The Native Nursery at KWTF&BG 

The society preserves, develops, expands 

and maintains the historic Key West Bo-

tanical    Garden as an arboretum, bo-

tanical garden, wildlife refuge and educa-

tion center. The land  is owned by the 

City of Key West. 

The Native Nursery propagates native 

species for the garden, for restoration 

projects, and for sale to the public.  


