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We made it through 2022 with only two hurri-

canes and sustained only minor damage from 

Ian. Thanks for all who assisted in the cleanup. 

Looking forward, the Garden is faced with sever-

al significant capital projects;  the Education 

building and Staff offices are on their last legs, 

ceiling leaks and holes in the floors, restroom fa-

cilities close to the Nature Chapel, protection for 

our historic Cuban Chug collection. While some 

of these items can partially be covered by 

Grants, the need for a major capital fund cam-

paign is clear. The campaign will not be a short / 

on time event , but rather an ongoing process to 

assist the Garden in improving and maintaining 

our infrastructure. The Board will carefully dis-

cuss this and put a plan together at our February 

Retreat. I am hopeful that we will have a plan to 

present to our membership and the community 

before summer arrives in Key West. 

We are always looking for volunteers for various 

tasks at the Garden, Board members, and folks 

to share our various talents with us to efficiently 

and   effectively manage the Garden. 

Happy New Year! 

Welcome to 2023. As I look 

back on 2022, I would like to 

thank our many volunteers, 

Garden Guardians, staff and 

Board of Directors.  Without 

your assistance, we could not 

do it! 
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
Misha  McRAE

For many of us, we look forward with anticipation and hope to 2023. There is no time to rest on our laurels,  

so much more to do. The Garden’s Speaker Series Presentations have been finalized, community events,  

education, community outreach programs, and events are all on the new calendar. Economic hardships are  

met  through contributors, donations, memberships, and a great Grant Writing Committee. As we witness the 

effects of Global warming weather changes (I’ve been cold too many times already), we have also seen it  

countered by new plant life throughout the Garden. Last fall’s migration species census reported wildlife 

 visitation at an all-time and still evident now, and like our public visitation, numbers are up! The Education  

Department reconfigured hybrid hands on STEM and STEAM Florida Standard Based and virtual platform 

program continues to grow with returning class field trips, pre-K to college, and an increase of virtual classes 

programming. 

To get you started, mark your calendars for the January 21, 2023, 10 AM Native Plant sale is to be followed by 

the 1 PM Speaker Series Presents Karen DeMaria – City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager. She will  

Provide  pertinent information on preparing for storm- tree pruning; post storm recovery; pruning damaged  

trees; proper pruning, when you need a City permit.  

The annual Membership Appreciation Cocktail Party and Board of Directors’ Oath of Office ceremony is on  

January 25, 2023, held in the Garden Courtyard for those that can attend and virtually for those who cannot.  

Already provided via email, be sure to return your Board Ballots and invitation to attend by January 20, 2023. 

The 2023 Board of Directors will be announced and sworn into office by City Mayor Teri Johnston. Board 

Members are being recruited for the new term. Express your interest in how you can contribute your time by 

calling me at (305) 296-1501 for more information. 

Staff and dedicated volunteers have been kept busy with daily operations, maintenance of our plant 

Collection of now 532 plant species and facility maintenance.  Determine your interest,  and go to  

https://www.keywest.garden/become-a-volunteer to fill out your application to join today.  

With nursery staff and volunteers’ dedication, the Garden’s Native Nursery continues its role propagating  

native plants for the Garden and the community. The Nursery  remains the ever growing center of botany, 

horticulture education, conservation, and native plants for the  community. 

Your contributions remain the lifeblood of this organization, what has kept the Garden growing over the past 

2 decades. Through your financial support, the future of this unique habitat in the Lower Keys can be assured 

for another 99 years, representing the best of environmental conservation in our region. 

“Think Globally, Act locally.”  

I thank all of those who have made their annual contribution. This year’s annual campaign has been 

Dedicated to the Education department’s  urgent need for up-to-date office space and equipment. 

I offer best wishes for a Happy, Healthy, and Green New Year. A monumental 

achievement, through the voice of the Key West registered voices, the referendum for 

an extended lease was approved in the September 2022 city wide vote. I shared the 

proud moment with Ed Cunningham – Board President, in signing the new lease into 

effect on November 15, 2022. Together, we can get things done. Thank you. 

Dear Friends of the Garden, 



Sincerely, 
Mr. Misha D. McRAE, Executive Director 
Key West Botanical Garden  Society 
(305) 296-1501 ofc.,  (305) 363-9828 mbl., (305) 296-2242 Fax
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From our Executive Director con’t  
B y  Mis ha  D .  McR A E — E x ec u ti v e  d i re c t o r  

(Page 2 continued) 

and make your contribution today. 

Finally, I give thanks to each of you. Since 1997, it has been my honor to grow with, represent, advocate, initiate, contribute, 

and give witness to the changes and continued growth of the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden. Through all the 

years, challenges, accomplishments, and hardships, I know that it is because of you the supporters that the Garden  continues 

to grow.  

Remember: ‘Keep it green’ and best wishes for a great New Year. Please Be Safe and Well. 

With great thanks to 91 % of the registered City of Key West Florida voters, a change in the wording of the City 
of Key West Charter, the referendum to the Key West Botanical Garden Society, Inc., dba the Key West Tropi-
cal Forest &Botanical Garden passed on the September 2022 city election. Following the footsteps to approve 
a 99-year lease of the Key West Botanical Garden Society, Inc.’s 1988 founding members Betty Desbiens,   
Phyllis May, Fran Ford, Joanne Meyers, Debbi Jo Clem and others, Ed  Cunningham – current Society President 
and witnessed by Misha McRAE – Executive Director, the new 99-year lease was signed and recorded into   
history on November 15,  2022, proving this Garden is supported by the community, for the community, and a 

statement to the global conservation community. For me who has said for years “with  your support the future 
 of this unique garden and wildlife refuge can be assured.” Thank you Key West. 
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Seeking Board Members

Hey Garden Members!  Would you like to be more active in planning the   

direction of how the Garden Grows?  Our Board would welcome you in whatever 

field your interests may lie.  You do not have to have a green thumb or know     

anything about plants to add your ideas and expertise to the success of our    

Mission.     

        The Board of Directors are responsible for providing strategic planning. We 

set priorities, focus energy and resources, and guide our Organization on what it 

is, whom we serve, what we do and why we do it.   We meet once a month on 

the 4th Wednesday in person or via zoom and have a Board Retreat day in the 

spring to revise our Strategic Plan (which is always for 5 years forward). 



SPEAKER SERIES PRESENTS 

Toppino Nature Chapel Speaker Series

February 25, 2023:  Kristie Killam, Discovering Photography to connect with Art in Nature To start the new 

Nature is Art Program, Kristie will share inspiring photographs and stories of wildlife and habitats in the Florida 

Keys. She'll high-light tips and  techniques that will reawaken your enthusiasm for art in nature photography 

and elevate your ability to capture your own amazing images. For those interested, a follow up workshop and 

photo showcase will provide a hands-on, experiential learning opportunity at the Garden     

March 18, 2023: Mark Hedden, Executive Director, Audubon Society of the Florida Keys | Birds of the Florida 
Keys  

April 29, 2023: Dr. Cori Convertito, PH.D, Key West Art &  Historical Society  Crossing the Florida Straits: 150 

years of Cuban migration to South Florida  

May 20, 2023: Dr. John Bratten, PH.D., University of West Florida |The Cuban Chugs Project—Documenting 

Hope and Resolve 

Sponsored in part by: 

The Key West Botanical Garden Society, Inc. is a registered 501 (c) 3 nonprofit corporation. Donations are deductible under the Internal 

Revenue Service  Code.  Garden is publicly owned and  operated as a passive, natural resource-based public outdoor recreational site. 

20TH ANNUAL GARDENFEST & Green Marketplace
Saturday, March 4, 2023

____________________________________________________________________

The Keys community & visitors can enjoy an exhibition and sale of rare plants, explore the unique 15-acre Key West Tropical Forest 
& Botanical Garden and discover fine arts and crafts during the 20th Annual  “GardenFest Key West: The Green Market Place 
2023”, set for Saturday, March 4th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The Garden is located at 5210 College Road on Stock Island.  Admission is 
free.  

Visitors can view and purchase tropical and native plants from plant vendors and the Garden's own Native Plant Nursery. Activities 
include: Docent guided tours, a Children’s science corner, all-day Music, adult beverages, food vendors, local arts & craft vendors 

with nature themes or composed of natural materials, a silent auction and 50/50 raffle, eco-friendly products and services and 
exhibits by conservation-oriented non-profit organizations.

The Garden is the only frost-free, tropical moist forest in the continental United States.  Attendees can explore the arboretum, 
garden, wildlife refuge and educational center that showcases flora native to South Florida, Cuba and the Caribbean.  Docent 

guided tours will be offered twice daily at 11am and 2:30 pm.

Celebrating the Garden’s 87th anniversary, and one of the oldest operating attractions in Key West, the Key West Botanical Garden 
Society is proud to be able to continue this important community event.  It is home to many threatened and endangered species, 
and is a rich and diverse environment featuring two wetland habitats, two butterfly gardens, national and state champion trees, 

birds, butterflies, art, musical instruments and much more. As a living museum with twelve self-guided tours, the garden offers 

visitors an opportunity to step back in time and experience the Keys in a natural, protected conservation habitat. 

-10am to 4pm  FREE ADMISSION
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Key West Botanical Garden Society 

Fund Raising & Event Calendar 2021-2022 
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KEY WEST BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY 

KEY WEST BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY 

EVENT CALENDAR 2023  

Weekly: Yoga in the Garden – Tues, Thurs, Sat.  10am to 11:15am

Garden Guardians – Wed. & Sat.  9am – Noon

Story Time in the Courtyard - Tuesday morning

Species Spotlight – Garden’s Facebook Page

Monthly: Native Plant sale 3rd Saturday of the month – 9am-Noon

Board of Directors Meeting – 4th Wednesday of the month-4:30pm

Speaker Series –2/25 Kristie Killam;  3/18 Mark Hedden;  4/29 Dr. Cori  Con-

vertito; 5/20;  Dr. John Bratton

***************

2023

January 25 Annual Member Cocktail Party & Meeting, Wednesday 5-7pm-Meet Staff, Board  Members and oth-

er Garden Members – Food & Desert

March 4 GardenFest – 10am-4pm – Free Admission, Music, Food & Beverages, Arts & Crafts Vendors, Kids Ac-

tivities.

March 15 Volunteer Appreciation Party – 5:00 pm

March 19 Mateo in Concert

March 26 Membership Appreciation Tour & Luncheon – 10am

April 1 Spring Migration Mania & Great Egg Hunt – 10am-2pm

April 15-Aug 31  Art in the Garden

April 22 Earth Day Celebration & Native Plant Sale

September Lower Keys Fall Migration

Sept – Nov. Scarecrows in the Forest – Create your own scarecrow for exhibition-Cash Prizes!

October date tbd Screamin’ Green Halloween

  Migration Mania   2022  GardenFest 2022 



Tinsley Mark Hadden Filming 
byMisha McRAE 
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Tinsley Mark Hedden Filming – December 5, 2022 

So much is still being discovered in your 

historic Key West Tropical Forest & 

Botanical  Garden. Most recently, on the 

morning of Monday December 5, 2022, 

through the collaboration of Tinsley  

Advertising and the Monroe County  

Tourist Development Council, the Matador 

Network, the world largest independent 

travel publisher, was commissioned by the 

Florida Keys  Regional Tourism to make a 

promotional shoot of our own Mark Hed-

den; February 2022’s Steward of the Florida 

Keys Audubon Society, birding wildlife ID 

tour leader at the Garden for decades,  

Executive Director of the Florida Keys 

Audubon,  local conservation writer, and 

most  popular bird identification   

professional, on the morning of Monday 

December 5, 2022. 

Matador Network’s Geoff George –  

Producer, and the film crew’s goal was to film a tourism birding promotional video campaign at the historic Key West Tropical 

Forest & Botanical Garden focusing on responsible travel and supporting conservation. Mark 

Hedden was selected for his experience, expertise, and passion, as one compelling voice talking about Keys conservation, restora-

tion, and ecological responsibility. The goal was to encourage respectful tourism, and focus attention on his important work in 

his field. Mark focused the presentation on the location and importance of this Garden 

to native and migratory birds identified at the Garden. On behalf of the Key West Botanical Garden Society’s Board of Directors, 

staff, members and contributors, I thank Mark for his continued conservation education efforts, and continued support of the Key 

West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden. 

WE LOVE DOGS AT THE GARDEN AND  THEY LOVE THE GARDEN  

Dogs on a leash are always welcome at the Garden.  With 
15 acres of Boardwalk and Mulched Trails we have the 

perfect environment for dogs to find new smells, roll in the 
grass and get a good long walk through the woods.  

Membership has its perks as you can bring your dog as 
often as you like with no charge.  They might even get a 
treat from either Donna or Brian in the visitor center and 

there is always a bowl of water to drink.
Pictured on Right - Spot, The Great Dane



Garden Guardian Activity
By Audrey Thompson 
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Garden Guardian Activity – January, 2023 

By: Audrey Thompson 

The Garden weathered another Hurricane and is lush and amazing.  A GIANT THANK YOU to Pat Bor-
gens, volunteer extraordinaire.  Without her the Garden would not look as beautiful.  Most of our maintenance volun-
teers are snowbirds (except for Pat and Carol Moriarity) so there are only a few who are here to tend to our unique 
collection of native plants.  Now that January is here, we are getting back our friends and volunteers.  Welcome back 
Terry & Lew Mumford, Cathy Matier and Tracey Rupp.  Can we welcome YOU also?  There is always a need for volun-
teers to help propagation/maintenance in the Nursery and to help with maintenance throughout the Garden such as 
mulching,  mowing, line trimming, weeding, trimming trees and shrubs and installing new plants. 

For the year 2022, Garden Guardians installed 74 trees, shrubs and ornamental grasses.  We also removed large num-
bers of invasive species such as Brazilian jasmine, Brazilian pepper (our 2 worst enemies), Sansevieria, Mahoe and Lead 
tree.  Despite Hurricane Ian being less damaging than Hurricane Irma there was still a lot of clean up to take care of as 
we lost about 12 trees and many large canopy branches.  Fortunately, the Navy (GO NAVY!) came to the rescue in Oc-
tober.  33 Navy men and women were able to remove several large trees and branches and upright a 20 foot Cinna-
mon bark.  In addition, they did some mowing and mulching and weeded in the Nursery. 

Navy removing fallen Jamaica Dogwood 

While our volunteers are working to maintain the Garden we can always stop to 
“smell the roses” (even though we don’t actually have any roses) and appreciate 
the beauty of this Tropical Forest.  This Buccaneer palm was a photo opportunity 
that couldn’t be passed by as it was loaded with fruit attracting various birds. 

The Volunteer Garden Guardians are the guardians of the forest.   
We meet every Wednesday and Saturday morning from 9am to Noon.  
Gardening is a great way to reduce stress and get some exercise.   
Please join us for a few hours whenever you can.  Leave the world, yourself 
and the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden a little bit better for 
your efforts. 

33 Navy Volunteers 

Buccaneer Palm in Fruit



2023 Native Plant Sale 
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  The Nursery is open every 3rd Saturday and by appointment.  Inventory can be found on our  website. 

or appointments, please contact Mary at www.nursery@keywest.garden. 

http://www.nursery@keywest.garden
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Membership can now be paid 

online via credit card.   

Don’t forget to renew; your 

membership &helps support 

the Garden so we can continue 

to GROW for another 80 years! 

You can also support the     

Garden by sponsoring our  

community events.  

The Garden needs and counts 

on you! 

Contact staff at: 

kwbgs@keywest.garden  

For more information 

Garden Information 

5210 College Rd. 

Key West, FL 33040 

Open Daily 10am-4pm 

Holidays & Special Days 

Christmas Eve—Closing 1pm 

Christmas Day—Closed 

New Year’s Eve—Closing 1pm 

New Year’s—Closed 

Independence Day—Closed 

Forest Bathing in your 

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden 

No, you can’t swim in the three freshwater ponds in the Garden but 

you can enjoy the benefits of Shinrin yoku, a Japanese practice  

developed in the 1980’s, known as Forest Bathing.  The mood 

boosting feeling of rejuvenation that many people feel while   

spending time in nature is a recognized outcome of relaxing walks 

that can be calming and restorative. 

While on unhurried walks under our forest canopy, let the tropical 

forest in by savoring the sounds, smells, and sights of nature.     

Although Hurricane Irma damaged much of our canopy, the     

Garden’s canopy has made remarkable recovery.  Try a leisurely 

walk on the paths in the Western Loop.  Or if you are feeling more 

adventuresome, walk the Hammock Trail.  Be sure to wear good 

walking shoes because of the many exposed roots on the trail. 

Recognized health benefits of Forest Bathing; 

Reduces your stress  Accelerates your recovery from illness 

Frees up your creativity  Boosts your immune system 

Reduces high blood pressure  Improves your mood 

Yoga Key West 
Yoga is held on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays 

From 10am to 11:15AM 

Prices for Yoga are: 

$15.00 drop in 

$125 for a group of 1 (members can have a group of 11) 

Yoga fees support the Garden and include all day admission 
to the Garden. Go to www.yogakeywest.org  to register by 
credit card, or mail a check to Monica Haskell, 2819 Harris  
Avenue, Key West Fl. 33040.  

Please make checks out to Monica Haskell.  
Questions—  call 305-304-5635 or email   

monica@yogakeywest.org . 

Note s  an d  An n ou n c e m e n ts

https://www.keywest.garden/become-a-member-today/
http://www.yogakeywest.org/id4.html
mailto:monica@yogakeywest.org



